
qWENTY-SiXTH DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bossier and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 
Long-tenn liabilities expected to be finm~ced from govemmeutal funds are accounted for in the General Long-Term Debt Ac;zount Group. No long-term liabilities existed at December 31, 1996 G. Total colmnns on combined Statements Total cohmms on combined statements are captioned "Menmrandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to faeilitat.- financial analysis. Data in these colunms do not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principks. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been mlide ill tile aggregation of this data. H. Vacation and sick leave All of the employees of the es:pense fund are considered employees of eitber tile Bossier or Webster Parish Police Juries. At Dec~anber 31, 1996, the expense fund had no full-time employees. Accordingly, there are no accumulated and vested beuefits relatiug to annual and sick leave that requires disclosure or accrual to conform with generally accepted accounting principles. 2. Due from other ~,overnmental units Amounts due from other goverrm" ental units are as follows 
Bossier Parish Clerk of Couv: Bossier Parish Sheriff's Dcp~ rtment Webster Parish Clerk of Cou-t Webster Parish Sheriff's Department Totals 

.1996 $ 860 4,754 330 3~307 $ 9~ 2_5_& 
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1995 870 5,549 345 2,295 
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JAMIESON. WISE & MARTIN A PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CORPORATION 601 MAIN S'rREET P.O. BOX 897 MINDEN, LOUISIANA 71058-0891 (318) 377-3171 FAX (318) 377-3177 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

The ]-lonorable Judges of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Bossier and Webster Parishes, Louisiana 

WM, PEARCE JAMIESON, C P A ~1991 MEMBERS AMERICAN INSTITUT{ O~ CE R~1FIED PUBLIC ACC'OUN~ ~,~, T $ SOCIETy OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC AC~UN1 ANlS 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended. These general purpose financial statements are fl~e responsib'.lity of the management of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund. Our responsibility is =to express an opinion on tbcse general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We ('onducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards mad Goverumcut Auditing Standards, issued by the Collptroller General of the United Statcs. Those standards require that we plan and perfolm the audit to obtan reasonable assurance abotlt whcthcr the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includcs examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosure~ in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose f:nancial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the "l'wenty-Sixtll Judicial Court Expense Fund as of December 31, 1996, and the results of its operations for fl~: year fl~en ended in conformity witb generally accepted accounting principles. 
In accordance with Goverument Audit ng Standards, we have also issued a report dated June 26, ]997 on our consideration of the Twenty-Sixdl ludicial District Court Expense Fund's interual control structure m~d a report dated June 26, 1997 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 
Mindcn, Louisiaam June :?.6, 1997 



TWENTY-SI XTH DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bossier and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana 

3. Chanf, es in eeneral /~xed asse 
Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 

summary of changes in general fixed assets tbllows Balance Jaana!3' I. 1996 Additions Equipment $2J~0~7~ 12.785 4. Pension Plan 
Balance Deletions December 3 l, 1996 LL~0_2~ $~_831 

All of the expense fund's employees are considered employees of the Bossier and Webster Parish Police Juries and, accordingly, arc enrolled by the respective Police Juries as members of Plan A of the Parochial Employees Retirement !;ystcln of Lonisiana ("System"), a nmltiplc-employer (cost-sharing), lmblic elnployee retirelnent system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate hoard of tnlstees. The respective Police Ju'des and the expense fund do not guarantee any of the benefits granted by the System. 5. 1;eases 
The expense fund does not have any capital or operating leases at Decelnber 31, 1996 6. ]_~ation There is no litigation pending against the expense fund at December 31, 1996 7. Arrangement_t with paris~governments The district judges' office space ir eluding utilities and certain office equipment and furniture are thmished by the Bossier and Webt;ter Parish Police Juries free &charge. 8. Child SuDoort Enforcement Fund As established by Louisiana Revised Statute 46:236.5, which allows any court to establish or enforce support obligations to implement ~n expedited process for the establishment or enforcement of support, and which provides, that the judges of the appropriate court shall oversee the operations &the fund 



TWENTY-SIXTH / UDICIAL DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bossier and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana Annual Financial Report "fear Ended December 31, 1996 
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TWENTY-SI KTH DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bossier and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana 

C. Basis of accounting 
Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues mad expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the finm~cial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing oftbe measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The two funds of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. l{ePemtes Fines, bonds forfeited, cix il fees, probate fees, and adoption fees imposed by the district courts are recorded in the year ll cy are collected by tim district courts within the judicial district. Tim program director fees based on a 5% surcharge on child support payments within the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District are recorded when the income is available. Interest earned on investn ents is recorded when the investments have matured and the income is available. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received Expenditures 
Expenditures are generall7 recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. D. Budgets and baclg~a_rv aecount jRg A]mually, the judges prepare a budget for the Expense Fund on the modified accrual basis of accounting. The autlmrity to amend the budget is reserved by the judges. Formal budget integration (in the accounting records) is employed as a management control device during the year. Appropriations lapse at year end and a system of eneumbrmme accounting is not used by the expense land. No budget was prepared for the Child Support Enforcement Fund for the year ending December 31, 1996. E. Cash and casb eauivalents At December 3 l, 1996, the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund has cash emd cash equivalents as shown below: 

14 



TWENTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bossier mad Webster Parishes Slate of Louisiana 
Stat,:ment of Reveanes, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances - Child Support Enforcement For the 3"ears Ended December 31, 1996 and 1995 

Revenues: Non-support revenues Administrative fees 
Total revenues 
Expenditurcs: Dcpartlnent of Social Services Office supplies Refunds Bank service charges NSF checks 
Total expenditures 
Excess of revenues over expenditilres 
Other financing uses: Operating transfers out 
Excess (deficiency) &revenues over expenditures and other uses Fund balance, beginning 
Fund balance, ending 

The accumpanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 12 

1996 1995 
$4,173,578 188.654 
4.362.232 
4,173,799 
1,187 6 4O0 
4.175.392 

3,775,611 176,283 
3,951,894 
3,775,611 10 992 35 (64) 3,776,584 

186,840 175,310 
(187,074) (175,286) 
(234) 120 24 

96 
120 



DEWEY E, :BURCIiETI', JR. JUDGE (DIv. A) 

June 27, 1997 

TWENTY. SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT ]~OSSIER AND WEBSTER PARISHES STATE OF LOUISIANA 

Mr. Michael W. Wise Jamieson, Wise & Martin P. O. Box 897 Minden, Louisiana 7105;3-0897 
Dear Mr. Wise Our Management Response to the audit is as follows 

P,O. Box 309 BE~xo~, Lovisj,~ rca 7 ] ~)6 

i. We will immediately make arrangements to insure that all our depasits are fully secu::ed in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statutes. We intend to invest our deposits at each financial institution so as not to exceed the $i00,000.00 FDIC insured amount. 2. We will continue to review our budget each year and make appropriate amendments io remain within the 5 percent budget variance requirements. Budget amendments will be prepared Jn accordance with Louisiana Revised Statutes at the time the annual budget is prepared at the end of the year. If you need additional information for our Management Response, please feel free to con=act our office. S 

DEB, jr/shs 

21 



TWENTY-SI 

and shall appoint a hearing officei reporting period all residual funds ~hc general operating account off Expense Fund and are shown as" accompanying financial statemen! 



MICHAE t W WISE, CP.A. CARLOS E. MAF~TIN, C.~A DAVlO w ~INSLEY, C~A 

JAMIESON, WISE & MARTIN A PAOFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CORPORATION 601 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 897 MINDEN, LOUISIANA 71058-0[R97 (318) 377-3171 FAX (318) 377-3177 
MANAGEMENT LETTER 

The Honorable Judges of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Bossier and Webster Parishes, Louisi.ma 

WM. PEARCE 3AMI[SON. C F ~ I1~t1~ MEMBERS AMERICAN INS~I~U3[ Df CE RTIF lED pIIBLIC ACCOIJF, E A~, T S SOCIETy OF t OUISIA~A CE R'I IFIED pUBLIC ACCOUF. 1 AN rb 

We have audited the general purpose ,qncmcial statements of the Twcnty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund for the ),cars ended De,=;cmber 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated June 26 1997. 
In cozmcction with our audit we made certain observations relative to the records maintained, the acconnting procedures in effect, and t ae overall administration of the financial affairs of the Judicial Expense Fund. As a supplement to the reports which are bound with the finmlcial statcmcnts, we submit for )'our considerations our comments pertaining to tim following observations which did not meet the criteria of being nmterial to the goner;1 puqmse financial statements. C dered material to the ecneral DUFDOSe financial statements 
l. Budeet Variance in Excess of 5~ 'Fhc State of Louisiana, in LSA Revised Statutes 39:1301-1314, rcquircs a budget to be prepared and adopted before the fiscal year begins. The Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund has prepared a budget in accordance with these statutes. However, the statutes also require amendments to the budget be made a part of public documents when there is a budget variance of more than 5% in revenues and expenditures. Durirg the year the Twenty-Sixth Judicial Court Expense Fund experienced variances in actual expenditures to budgeted expenditures in excess of the 5% limit. We rccommerJd that management continue to adopt a budgct in December of cach ),car for the ensuing year for the ensuing ),ear's expectad expenditmes and periodically review the budget against the actual results. If required, management !dmuld recommend and adopt amendments to the budget to eliminate any unforeseen variances that would cause noncompliance with the aforementioned Louisiana Revised Statutes. 

19 



 



TWENTY-SJXTH DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bossier and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana 
Notes to Fhlatlcial Statements December 31, 1996 
Book Balance Demand deposits $16,600 Interest-bearing deposits 213,967 Certificates of deposits 366.348 Total $59_6,915_ 

Bank Balance~ $ 37,931 218,345 366.348 $fi22~662~ These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits must be secured by federal d~:posit insurance or the pledge of securities o~ed by the fiscal agent bal~k. The market value oftt e pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent banl: in a holding or custodial baJlk that is nmtually acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1996, the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund has $67,2,624 i~ dep~sit,~. These deposits are ,~cu~d f~om risk by $5(34,279 ~f fede~a~ deposit insurance. The remaining bal race of $118,345 is not secured by the pledge of securities and is a violation of state law. Even though the pledged secv rifles are considered uncollateralizcd (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Stateme at No. 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Twenty:Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund flint tire fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. F. Fixed assets and lon~;-term liabilities The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and long-tema liabilities associated with a fund are delennined by its measurement focus. 
All govermnental fund type o )erations arc accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement focus and only ~mrrent assets and current liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. Fiz~e~ ass~*~s us~6 i~~ g~,enzaa ~n~ta~, fund ~.ype ~pe~ati~ns (general f~xed assets) are aecou~a~ted f~r i~a the General Fixed Assets Account Group, and are recorded as expenditures in lhe governmental fund types when purchased. General fixed assets provided by the parish police juries are not recorded within the General lZixed Assets Account Group. Fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated historical cost or, if donated, at fair market value on the date donated. No depreciation has been provided on general fxed assets. 
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MICHAE L W WISE, C.~A. CARLOS ~ MARTIN. C.~A. DAVID W. TINSLEY, C ~A 

JAIvllESON, WISE & MARTIN A PF OFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CORPORATION 601 MAIN STREE] P.O. BOX 897 MINDEN, LOUISIANA 71058-0897 (318) 377-3171 FAX (318) 377-3177 WM. PEARCE JAMIESON, C P A ~[MBEaS AMERICAN INSIITUIE O CE RTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUN~ ~CIETY OF LOUISIANA CE R~'IFIED pUBLIC ACCOU Nl 
INDEPENDEN'r AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED Olq AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Judges of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Bossier and Webster Parishes, Louisiana We have audited tile general purpos~ financial Expense Fund for tile year ended December 31, 1997. statements of tile Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court 1996, and have issued our report thercon dated June 26, 
We conducted our audit in accordance with gcncrally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by file Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obt~fin reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material nlisstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund is tile responsitility of the Fund's meamgemcnt. As part of obtaining reasonable assuzanee about whed~er file financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and ~,rants. However, tile objective of our audit of tile general purpose finaucial statements was not to provide an opin on on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Material instances of noncompliance consist of failures to follow requirements, or violations of prohibitions, contained in statutes, rcgulatious, contracts, or grants, that cause us to conclude that the aggregation of the misstatements resulting from those failures or violations is material to tile general purpose financial statements. The re;ults of our tests of compliance disclosed the following instance of noncompliauce that may be material tc the general purpose financial statements. 
BUDGET VARIANCES As discussed in file internal control report on page 3 of this armual report, tile Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund expeieneed budget variances i~ excess of 5% i~ revenues and/or expenditures. This is in violation of L!gA Revised Statute 33:1310. 



Account Group General Fixed Assets 

8__2,831 
82,831 

82,831 
82,831 
82,831 

Totals (Memorandum Only} 1996 1995 
230,567 366,348 9,251 16,714 82,831 
705,711 
3,435 5,446 _ 16,714 25,595 
82,831 
597,285 680,116 

153,4!)3 275,1!13 9,059 14,0,19 71~0'~ 
,522,866 
931 7,2,t8 14,0,19 22,2'78 
71,072 
429,5 [6 500,5 ~8 
522,8:56 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 7 



ASSETS 

TWENTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bo:;sier and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana 
Combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Groups December 31, 1996 

Cash Cerlificates of deposit Due from other: govemnaental units funds Equipment 
Total assets LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: Accounts payable Payable - Salary Reimb Due to other funds Total liabilities 
Fund equity: hwestmem in general fixed assets Fund balances: Unreserved - undesignated Total fund equity 
Total liabilities mad fund equity 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 6 

Governmental Fund Types Judicial Clfild Expense Support Fund Enforcement 
$ 213,967 16,600 366,348 9,251 16,714 

$ 3,435 5,446 
8.881 

597,399 597.399 

16fl14 16,714 

(114) (114) 



TWENTY-SIXTH .~ UDICIAL DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bossier and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana 
Statealent of Reveanes, Expenditures and Changes ia Fund Balances - Judicial Expense Fund (Continued) Years Ended December 31, 1996 and 1995 

Non-support expenditures - Hearing officer salaiy Non-support secretary Hearing offices expense Non-support postage Non-support consulting Hearing officer traw:l Total non-support expenditnres 
Total expenditures 
Deficiency of reve~mes over expenditures 
Oflaer financing sources Operating transfers in 
Excess of revenues and other sources over expenditures 
Fund balance, beginning 
Fund balance, ending 

The accompanying notes are all integral ~art of this statement. 9 

1996 1995 
19,201 22,736 1,083 
1.081 44~101 
155.421 

22,692 18,420 148 256 787 1,676 43,979 
164,448 

(19,071) (58,306) 
187.074 
168,003 
429.396 

175,286 
116,980 
312,416 
429,396 



TWENTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND BossiEr and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance Budget (GASP Basis) and Actual - Judicial Expense Fund 'fear Ended DEcember 31, 1996 

Revenues: Court fees and finES Inlerest earnings ()tilEr inEome Total revEnuEs 
Expcndilures: Secretarial salaries Law clerk salaD, Law clerk expense Payroll taxes Office supplies Seminars and colffErcnccs Books and publications Accounting and audit Capital outlay Staff education ProfEssional dues and fees Telephone Expense P, cpairs and maintenance lvlisccllaneous Total judicial expenditures Hearing officer salary Non-support seeretary Non-support postage HEaring officer travel Tolal non-support expenditures 

Budget 
$ 105,000 9.000 

The accompanying notes are an integral parl of this statement 10 

7,600 34,000 3,500 1,500 7,500 28,000 7,500 4,000 19,500 1,000 1,500 6,500 
6.000 
128.100 9,000 9,200 1,200 2.000 41.400 

Variance Favorable Actual (Ulffavorable) 114,000 22,263 87 9,000 13,263 87 
]36,350 22,350 
7,867 19,446 2,283 8,193 24,421 9,420 3,735 12,785 720 4,552 4,378 4,719 8,801 111,320 
19,201 22,736 1,083 1,081 44~101 

(267) 14,554 1,217 1,500 (693) 3,579 (1,920) 265 6,715 280 (3,052) 2,122 (4,719) (2,80]) 16,780 (2Ol) (3,536) 117 919 (2,701) 



TWENTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL I.)ISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bossier and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana 
Statement of ReVenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance Budget (GAM~ Basis) and Actual - Judicial Expense Fund 

Total expenditures (Deficiency) excess of revenues over expenditures Other financing sources Operating transfers in F, xcess of revenues aud other sources over expenditures 
Fund balauce, beginning 
Fund balance, euding 

The accompanying notes are an integral par 



'anaer pr3visions of slate law, this report is a publ~c document. A copy of the report ilas been submit- ted to the audited, or reviewed, entity ariel other appropriate public officials. The repoci i~; available for public inspection at the Baton Rouge of f, ce of the Legislative Audi- tor and, where appropriate, at the office of the parish clerk of court qP.l~ase Date glJL o 9 ~i 
"I~VENTY-SIXTtt 3UDICIAL DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bossier and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT DECEMBER 31, 1996 
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FISCAL AGENCY AND CASH MANAGEMENT LAWS As discussed in Note 1, file Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund had $118,345 on deposit that were not adequately secured at December 31, 1996. This is in violation of LSA Revised Statute 39:1225. 
We considered this instance ofnoncontplimlce in forming our opinion oll whether the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund's Deceinber 31, 1996, general purpose financial statemems are presented fairly, in all material respecls, in confomfity with generally accepted accounting principles, and this report does not affect our report dated June 26, 1997, on those general purpose financial statements. This report is intended for the inforraation of Legk,;lative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. distribution is not limited. 
Minden, Louisiana June 26, 1997 

the judges of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District and fl~c However, this report is a matter of public record and its 



TWENTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL D1STR]CT COURT EXPENSE FUND Bossier and Webster Parishes State of Louisiana 

Revenues: Court fees and fines Interest earnings Sale of equipment Other income Total revenues 

Stateiaent of Revermes, Expenditures and Changes ir~ Fund Balances - Judicial Expense Fund Years Ended December 3 l, 1996 and 1995 

Expenditures: Judicial expenditures - Secretarial salaries Law clerk salary Law clerk expense Payroll taxes Office supplies Seminars and conferences Books mid publications Accounting and audit Capital outlay Bond insurm)ce Professional dues and fees Telephone Staff education Repairs and maintenance Evaluations Miscellanezms Total judicial expenditures 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 8 

1996 1995 
$114,000 22,263 
136.350 
7,867 19,446 2,283 8,193 24,421 9,420 3,735 12,785 4,552 4,378 720 4,719 
8~801 111_320 

94,763 11,254 125 
106,142 
2,900 42,467 51 869 5,779 24,262 4,898 5,423 18,701 175 1,853 4,967 5,281 1,730 1,113 120,469 



We noted certain matters invoh,ing the internal control structure and its operation tlmt we consider to be reportable conditions under standa:ds established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountant~. Reportable conditioui: involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in tile design or operation of tile internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to i:ecord, process, sunmmfize, and report financial data consistent with tim assertions of management in the g~neral purpose fnancial statements. BUDGET VARIANCES 
The State of Louisiana, in LSA Revised Statutes 39:1301-1314, requires a budget to be prepared mad adopted before tile fiscal year begins. "['he Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund has prepared a budget in accordance with these statutes. However, tile statutes also require amendments to tim budget be made a part of public documents when there is a budget variance of more titan 5% in revenues and expenditures. During tim year tile Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund experienced variances in actual expenditures to budgeted expenditures in excess of abe 5% limit We recommcud that mauagement col~tinue to adopt a budget in December of each 3,ear for tim enstfiug year's expected expenditures and per odically review the budget against tim actual results. If required, management should recommend and adopt amendments to tile budget to eliminate any unforeseen variances that would cause noncompliance with ihe aforementioned Louisiana Revised Statutes. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control slructure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk timt errors or irreg~tia~i~es iL~ aL~ounts ~ha~ ',','ou~ b~ material in relat~ou ~o "the general purpose financia~ statements being audited may occur and not be detecled within a timely period by elnployees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the intenml contr31 structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also corsidered to be material wealomsses as defined above. However, we believe none of the reportable conditior.s described above is a mate6al weakamss. We noted matters invoh,ing tim inten~al control structure mid its operation that we have reported to tile management of the Twenty-Sixth Jud cial District Court Expense Fund, in a separate managment letter dated June 26, 1997. This report is intended for the iufonnation of the judges of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Corut Expense Fmad and tile Legislative Aucitor of the State of Louisiana. However, this report is a nmtter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Minden, Louisiana June 26, 1997 



MICHA[ L W. W SE. CP.A, CARLOS E MARl IN, C.~A. OAVlD W T~NStlZY C PA 

JAI,/ilESON, WISE & MARTIN A PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CORPORATION 601 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 897 MINDEN, LOUISIANA 71058-0897 (318) 377-3171 FAX (318) 377-3177 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCI,kL STATEMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUI)ITING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Judges of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Bossier and Webster Parishes, Louisiana We have audited tile general purposz financial Expense Fund for file year ended December 31, 1997. 

WM, PEARCE J~MIE SON, C,~ A 119~') MEMBERS ~RICAN INSIITUT[ OF CENTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUN~ ANX S ~CI[ Ty OF LOUISIAN~ C[RTIr fED PUBLIC ACCOUN1 AN~$ 

statements of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated June 26, 
We Ilave couductcd our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and GoVcmlnent Andidng Standard_s, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perforul the audit to obta'in reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstati:ment. The management of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund is responsible for establishing and raaintaining an interual control sti'ucture. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by n'~auagenlcnt are required to assess file expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurmace that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions ate executed in accordance with managcment's aufllorization and recorded properly to penni( file preparation of general purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because ofizfllercnt limitations in any internal control structure, error:; or irregularities may neverthele:;s occur and not be detected. Also, projcetion of any evaluation of the slructure to future periods is subject to fire risk that procedures may become inadequate because of clmnges in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design aud operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and perforating our audi': of fire general purpose financial statements of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court Expense Fund f~r file year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of fl~e internal control structure. With respect to the intcrual coutrol structure, we obtained an nnderstanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to detcmfine our auditing procedures for file purpose of expressing our opinion on file general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
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