


W ASH IN GTON  PARISH  SH ERIFF 
Franklinton, Louisiana 

TAX CO LLECTO R A G EN CY FU N D 

Statem ent of A ssets and Liabilities 
Arising from  Cash Transactions 

June 30, 1996 

Cash and cash equivalents 

TOTAL ASSETS 

Due to taxing bodies 

The accom panying note s are an integral part of this 
state m ent. 
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$ 82.862 

$ 82.862 



WASHING TON PARISH SHERIFF 
Franklinton, Louisiana 
TAX  COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

balances) totaling $ 93,641, which were fully secured by federal deposit 
insurance. 

M D TE 2_ STATE REV EN IJE SHA RIN G FU N D S 

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 1220 of 1995 were distributed as 
follow s: 

W ashington Parish: 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff - com m ission 

City of Bogalusa School Board 
Pension funds 

Total 

M O TE .q. AU TO D EA LER TA XES 

$ 286,465 
185,213 
127,346 
364,778 
17.846 

Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1961.2 requires that m otor vehicle dealers in the 
parish transfer to  the tax collector, m onthly, estim ated ad valorem due on m otor 
vehicles sold during the m onth. The rem ittances are deposited into a separate 
interest bearing account. During Decem ber of each year, the dealer's actual tax 
liability is determ ined and that am ount is transferred to  the tax collector account 
for settlem ent to  the various taxing districts. Any am ounts rem aining in the 
separate account is apportioned and distributed to the various tax ing authorities. 
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The results of m y tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that a
re required t

o be reported herein under Governm ent A uditing Standards
. 

Th is re port is inte nded for the inform ation of the m anagem ent of the W ashington P
arish Sheriff, and the offi ce of the Louisiana Legislative Auditor

. H ow ever, this 
report  is a m atte r of public record and its distribution is not lim ite d

. 

Bogalusa, Louisiana 
October 11. 1996 
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Certified Public Accountant 
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M D EPEN!D ENIT ATID ITO R 'S RE PO RT O N  CO M PLIA N CE 
A,q PART O F AN  AIID IT O F TI-IE FTN AN CIA L STA TEM EN TS 

H onorable D uane Blair 
W ashington Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Officio Tax Collector 
Franklinton, Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the 
W ashington Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have 
issued m y report thereon dated October 11, 1996. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited 
States. Those standards require that I plan and perform  the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about w hether the financial statem ents are free of m ate rial 
m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance w ith law s and regulations applicable to the Sheriffs Tax Collector 
Agency Fund is the responsibility of the W ashington Parish Sheriffi s m anagem ent. 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the financial statem ents 
are  free of m aterial m isstate m ent, I perform ed te sts of the Sheriffs com pliance with 
certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts, and grants. H ow ever, the 
objective of my audit of the financial statements was not to provide an opinion on 
overall com pliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express such an 
opinion. 



Bogalusa, Louisiana 
October 11, 1996 
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Certified Public Accountant 



In planning and perform ing m y audit of the financial statem ents of the Tax 
Collector A gency Fund for the year ended June 30, 1996, I obtained an 
understanding of the internal control structure. W ith respect to the inte rnal 
control structure, I obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and 
pro cedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessed control 
risk in order to dete rm ine m y auditing pro cedures for the purpose of expressing m y 
opinion on the financial statem ents, and not to provide an opinion on the internal 
control structure. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

I noted a m atte r involving the internal control structure and its operation that I 
consider to be a reportable condition under the standards established by the 
Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve 
m atters com in g to m y attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or 
operation of the inte rnal control structure that, in my judgem ent, could adversely 
affect the entity's ability to  record, process, sum m arize, and report financial data 
consistent with the assertions of m anagem ent in the financial state m ents. 

Criteria - Public funds received by the Sheriff should be deposite d daffy 

Condition - The m ajority of deposits for tax collecto r agency funds were not 
deposited on the day received. At one deposit date, funds were allowed to  
accum ulate  for thirteen business days until deposited. The largest am ount 
accum ulate d until deposited was $3,084,036. 

A uditor's Recom m endation - Internal 
collections w ere deposite d daily. 

control w ould be strengthened if tax 

M anagem ent's Resnonse - Steps have been taken to verify that all deposits are 
m ade daily. This condition has been elim inate d. 

A m ate rial weakness is a report able condition in which the design or operation of 
one or m ore of the specific inte rnal control structure elem ents does not reduce to a 
re latively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in am ounts that would be 
m ate rial in relation to  the financial state m ents being audited m ay occur and not 
be detecte d within a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing 
their assigned functions. 

M y consideration of the inte rnal co ntrol structure would not necessarily disclose all 
m atters in the inte rnal control structure that m ight be report able conditions and, 
accordingly, w ould not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also 
considered to  be m aterial weaknesses as defined above, H owever, I believe none 
of the reportable co nditions described above is a m ate rial weakness. 
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NDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
A.~ PART C)I~ AM  ATTT)IT O P TI-IE I~TN AN ~IA I, STA TEM EN TS 

H onorable D uane Blair 
W ashington Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Officio Tax Collector 
Franklinton, Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the 
W ashingt on Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have 
issued m y report thereon dated October 11, 1996. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally acce pte d audi ting standards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the Unite d 
States. Those standards require that I plan and perform  the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about w hether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. 

The m anagem ent of the W ashington Parish Sheriff is responsible for establishing 
and m aintaining an inte rnal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, 
estim ates and judgments by m anagem ent are required to assess expecte d benefits 
and relate d costs of the inte rnal control structure policies and procedures. The 
objectives of an internal control structure are to provide m anagement with 
reasonable, but not absolute , assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss 
from  unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in 
accordance  with m anagem ent's authorization and recorded properly to  perm it the 
preparation of financial state m ents in accordance with the cash basis of accounting, 
w hich is a com prehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted 
accounting principles. Because of inherent lim itations in any inte rnal control 
structure, errors or irregularities m ay nevertheless occur and not be dete cte d. Also, 
projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk 
that procedures m ay becom e inadequate  because of changes in conditions or that 
the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures m ay 
dete riorate . 
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W A SH IN GTON PARISH SH ERIFF 
Frankhnto n, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FU ND 

N otes to the Financial State m ents 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

N O TE 1. SU M M A RY O F SIG N IFICAN T A CCOU N TIN G PO LICIES 

As provided by Article V , Section 27 of the Lo uisiana Constitution of 1974, the 
sheriff is the ex-offi cio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection 
and distribution of ad valorem  property taxes, parish licenses, state  revenue 
sharing funds, angling, hunting, and trapping licenses, and fines, costs, and bond 
forfeitures im posed by the district court. 

A . REPORTIN G EN TITY 

Lo uisiana State Law requires the accounts of each parish tax collector 
to be audite d annually. Accordingly, the accom panying financial 
statem ents reflect the financial activity of the sheriff related only to his 
responsibility as ex-officio parish tax collector. Am ounts included in 
these financial state m ents are also included in the sheriffs biennial 
general-purpose financial state m ents. 

B. BASIS O F ACCOU N TIN G 

The accounts of the parish tax  collector are established to  reflect the 
collections im posed by law , and the distributions pursuant to such law , 
and unsettled balances due various tax recipient bodies and others. 
The accom panying financial sta te m ents have been pre pared on the cash 
basis of accounting, with collection recognized w hen received and 
distributions recogn ized w hen paid. 

C. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

State  law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections in interest 
bearing accounts with a bank dom iciled in the parish where the funds 
are collected. Further, the sheriff m ay invest these deposits in 
cert ificate s of deposit or other investm ents perm itted by law . At 
June 30, 1996, the sheriff had cash and cash equivalents (bank 
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W ASH IN GTON  PARISH  SH ERIFF 
Franklinton, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FUND 

Statem ent of Collections, D istributions 
and U nsettled Balances 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

DISTRIBUTIONS (Cont'd) 
School Board 
Sheriff 
Sheriff sale advertising 

Twenty-second Judicial District: 
D istrict Attorney 
Indigent Defender Board 
Crim e Victim s Reparation Board 

Bogalusa City School Board 
Pension Fund paym ents 
Re funds to taxpayers 
Treasurer, Court Case M anagem ent 
LA Traum atic Head & Spinal Injury 
Fire districts: 
N um ber 1 
N um ber 2 
N um ber 3 
N um ber 7 
N um ber 8 

M unicipalities: 
Franklinton 
Bogalusa 
Varnado 
A ngle 

LA Tax Com m ission 
Other 
Total Distributions 

(Concluded) 
The accom panying note s are an integral part of this statem ent. 

1,644,851 
911,476 
7,630 

32,573 
37,500 
10,037 

1,954,081 
187,750 
21,752 
2,199 
5,046 

59,612 
20,604 
24,613 
242,341 
49,901 

1,857 
253 

26,719 
20,008 
6,763 
6.717 

7,709,668 



W ASH INGTON PARISH  SH ERIFF 
Franklinte n, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FU ND 

Statem ent of Collections, Distributions 
and U nsettled Balances 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

Ad valorem  taxes: 
Current year 
Prior year 

Angling, hunting, and trapping licenses 
Court fines and bond forfeitures 
Probations fines 
Interest earned from : 
Checking accounts 
Delinquent taxes 

Parish liquor licenses 
Civil and crim inal costs 
Refunds 
State revenue sharing 
Total Collections 

DISTRIBUTIONS 
State  of Louisiana: 
Departm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries 
Forestry Departm ent 
Florida Parishes Juvenile 

W ashington Parish: 
Police Jury  
Assessor 
Clerk of Court 
H ospital Service D istrict N o. 1 

(Continued) 
The accom panying note s are an inte gral part of this state m ent. 
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$ 63,277 

6,312,636 
14,055 
110,020 
128,959 
28,258 

6,522 
4,140 
4,500 

158,345 
170 

961,64~ 
7,729,253 

89,296 
19,242 
7,616 

1,454,397 
323,320 
15,217 
526,297 
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H onorable D uane Blair 
W ashington Parish Sheriff and 
Ex-Officio Tax Collector 
Franklinte n, Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statem ents of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the 
W ashington Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996. These 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the W ashington Parish SherifPs 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial 
statem ents based on m y audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally acce pted auditing standards and 
Government Auditing Standards issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nite d 
States. Those standards require that I plan and perform  the audit to  obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial state m ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a te st basis, evidence supporting 
the am ounts and disclosures in  the financial state m ents. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ate s m ade by 
m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating the overall financial state m ent presentation. 
I believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

As described in Note  1, the W ashington Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector 
for the various taxing bodies within W ashington Parish, and the accom panying 
financial state m ents present inform ation only on his activities as parish tax 
collector. Further, the accom panying financial statem ents have been prepared on 
the basis of cash receipts and disbursem ents which is a com prehensive basis of 
accounting other than generally accepte d accounting principles. 
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W A SH IN G  TON  PARISH  SH ERIFF  

TAX  C OLLE C TOR A GEN C Y F UN D  
Franklinton, Louisiana 

t~Tnaneial Statem ents and 
Independent Auditor's Reports 

Year Ended June 30, 1996 
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Bogalusa, Louisiana 
October 11, 1996 
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Certified Public Accountant 



W ASH INGTON PARISH SH ERIFF 
FrankIinte n, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTO R A G EN CY FU N D 

Financial Statem ents W ith 
Independent A uditor's Report 

For the Year Ended June 30
, 1996 

Independent Auditor's Report 

Financial Statem ents 

Statem ent of A ssets and Liabilities Arising 
from  Cash Transactions 

State m ent of Collections
, D istributions, and U

nsettled Balances 

N otes to the Financial State m ents 

Independent A udito r's Re port Re quired by G
overnm ent A uditing Standards: 

Independent A uditor's Re port on Inte rnal C
ontrol 

as Part  of an Audit of the ~ nancial State m ents 

Independent Auditor's Re port  on Com pliance 
as Part 

of an Audit of the Fi nancial State m ents 
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