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~ Direc~o~ 
Advocacy 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
4769 ST. ROCH AVE, NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA 70122 

TELEPHONE: (504) 288~050 

I have audited the accompanying statement of financial position of the Advocacy Center (a non-profit 
corporation) as of September 30. 2003. a,d the related statemenls of activities and cash flows for the year then 
ended. These financial statements are the reslxm~bility ofthe coq~oration's managemem My responsibility is 
to express an opinion on these ~  statem ents based on my audi~ The prior year summariz~  ~ompmative 
information has been derived from the Corporation's 2002 financial s~ ements and. in my report dated February 
12, 2003, I expressed an tmqlmlified opinion on Lho~ financial statements. 

I conducted my audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States ~  
America and C, cwernn~m A~wlitin~ gtnrulardq isslJed by the Comptroller ~  of the United States. Those 
standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the finam ial 
statememsare fme of material misstatement. An audit includes examinin~ onatestbaMs, evide~~esuplx~ting 
the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
lninciplcs used and signifi~nt estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 

In my opinion, the financial statements referred to above pre~ at fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Advocacy Center as of September 30, 2003, and the changes in its net assets ~  i~ ~  
flows for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 
of America. 

In aceoldanoe wilh C~ m ment Anditin~ gmrutm'd~ [ have also issued my report dated Februa~ 5, 
2004, on my considemlion of the Advocacy Center's internal control over financial reporting and my tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. This report is an integral part of 

an audit performed in accordance with C'~ ernment A, utitin~ gtandard~ ap.d shollld be read ill conjunction with 
this relmrt in com idering the results of my audit. 

My audit was made for the ~  of forming an opimon on the basic financial statements of the 
Advocacy Center taken as a whole. The supplemerdal schedules listed in lhe table 0~ contents are presented for 
the purtmses of additional analysis and are not a required part of the basic financial smtetm nts. The schedule of 
~ tures of federal awards is required by the U. S. Office of Management and Budget Circular A-133, 
"Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations." Such infonmtion has been subjected to 
the auditing pro~dur~; applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, in my opinion, is fairly stated 
in all material resp~cls in relation to the basic financial statements taken as a whole. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
Febmmy 5, 2004 

M EMBER 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants ~ Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 
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Investment securities (Notes A4 and B) 

Receivables 
Grants (Notes C) 
Other 

Property, furniture and equipment-at cost 
(N otes A6 and D) 

Total assets 

September 30, 2003 

ASSETS 

$ 371,041 

17,909 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

Accounts payable an d accrued liabilities 

Accrued vested annual leave benefits 

Total liabilities 

Commitments (N ote E) 

Net assets 
Unrestricted  
Temporarily restricted  

Total net assOs 

Total liab ilities and net assets 

$ 63,100 

106 R84 

1 fig:ggz[ 

342,687 
151

.
482 

494:1fi9 

Xr~6~ LS3 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement, 

TOTAL 
M EM ORAI~ UM  ONLY 

$ 531,917 

17,898 

69,253 
6,836 

I00 

1~
.
4R7 

$ 66,524 

Rq 475 

149
.
999 

133,991 
~55:49fi 

4Rg gR7 

Y~:x39-486 



REVENUE 
Grants 

Governmental 
Foundations 

Investment income (Note B) 
Cen tributions 
Unrealized appreciation <depreciation> 

of marketable securities 
Attorney fees 
Other 
Net assets released from restrictions 

Total revenues 

EXPENSES 
Salaries 
Fringe benefits 
Travel 
Operating services 
Contractual s~ cices 
Operating supplies 
Othe* costs 
Equipment expenses 

Total exlxam~s 

Net assets, en d of year 

For the year ended September 30, 2003 

Tem porarny 
Unr~llFricb~  R~ h't~ l 

$ 

22 
4,146 

< 710> 

3,463 
~ f}71 

.
T/O 

~l 07R 6ql 

1,883,006 
366,803 
89,704 
286,020 
60,694 
32,180 
99,574 
52 014 

7 R69 0~ ; 

$ 2,817,958 
31,483 
4,156 
637 

867 
12,655 

< AOq1:77{1> 
< 204 014> 

< 204,014> 

~q~i 406 

ti 1~1 4R9 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement. 
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For the~  

$ 2,817,958 
31A83 
4,178 
4,783 

< 710> 
867 

16,118 

1,883,006 
366,803 
89,704 
286,020 
60,694 
32,180 
99,574 
~g flld 

~ gF~q qOS 

4,682 

4RO
.
aR7 

AOA 1F~O 

For/hey~ r 
~mded 

Sexa~m l~r ~ _ 21102 

$ 2,347,801 
70278 
3289 
7,899 

324 
220,850 
3,326 

2
.
6~

.
767 

1,590,626 
316,064 
69233 
267~89 
22,881 
28,754 
71,129 
~O RO1 

2~4flS~977 

247,790 

941
.
697 

i 4RO 4R7 



STATEM ENT OF CASH FLOW S 

For the year ended Septem ber 30, 2003 

Increase <decrea~ > in cash and cash equivalea ts 

Cash flows from operating activities 

Adjustments to reconcile increase in net assets 
to net cash used in operating activities: 
Depreciation 
Unrealized depreciation of investm ent securities 

Changes in assets and liabilities: 
Increase in grants receivable 
Decrease in other receivable 
Decrease in aecen nts payable and accrued liabilities 
Increase in accrued  vested anan al leave benefits 

Net cash used in operating activities 

Cash flows from investing activities: 
Purchase of investmen t securities 

Net cash used in investing activities 

Net increase <decrease> in cash and cash equivalent 

Cash en d cash equivalents, be~nniug of year 

Cash and cash eq uivalents, end of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement. 

$ 4,689 
710 

< 190,747> 
526 

< 3,424> 

2~ 9 

$ 4,682 

< 16~ g'~7> 

< 160 155> 

< 771> 

< 721> 

< 160,876> 

5~1~917 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATE M ENTS 

Septem ber 30, 2003 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A sum mary of the significant accounting policies consistently applied in the preparation of the 
accompanying financial statements follows: 

The Advocacy Center was organized to protect and advocate for the human and legal rights 
of persons living in Louisiana who are elderly or disabled. 

The corporation's financial statements are presem ed  in accordance with requirements 
established  by the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) as set forth in the 
Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 117, W inancial Statements of Not-For- 
Profit Organizations." Accordingly, the net assets of the corporation are reported in each 
of the following classes: (a) unrestricted  net assets, (b) temporarily restricted  net assets, 
and (c) permanently restricted  net assets. There are no permanently reslricted  net assets. 

Net assets of the restricted class are created only by donor-imposed restrictions on their use. 
All other net assets, including board-designated or appropriated amounts, are legally 
unrestricted, and are reported as part of the unrestricted class. 

Grant revcnae is earned in accordance with approved  contracts. 

Investm ents in marketable securities with  readily determinable fair values and all 
investm ents in debt securities are re. fred at their fair values in the stalement of fin ancial 
position. Unrealized  gains and losses are included  in the change in  net assets in the 

statement of activities. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

September 30, 2003 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - CONTINUED 

The corpo ration considers accounts receivable to be fully collectible since the balance 
co nsists principally of payments due under governmental co ntracts. If amounts due become 
unco llectible, they will be  charged to operations when that determination is made . 

Depreciation is provide d for in am oun ts suffi cient to relate the cost of depreciable assets to 
operations over their estimated  service lives, principally on the straight-liue -methed . 
Dep reciation expense for the year en ded September 30, 2003 totaled  $4,689. 

It is the policy of the co rporation to capitalize all prope rty, furniture, and equipmen t with 
an acquisition cost in exce ss of $5,000. 

For purposes of the statemem of cash flows, the co rporation co nside rs all highly liquid 
investments in money market funds and de mand de posits to be  cash eq uivalents. 

9. 

The preparation of financial statements in co nformity with gen erally accepted  accoun ting 
principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain 
reported amoun ts an d disclosures. Accordingly, actual results co uld differ from these 
estim ates , 

Cash, cash eq uivalents, and temporary investm ents carrying amoun ts reported  in th e 
stateme nt of financial position approximate fair values because of the short ma turities of 
those investmen ts. The fair values of marketable securities arc based on quoted market 
price s for those or similar investm ents. 

Total columns are captioned  "M emorandum Only" to indicate that they  are presented only 
to assist wi th financial analysis. Data in these co lumns do not present financial po sition or 
changes in net assets in co nformity with generally accepted accoun ting principles. Neither 
is such data co mparable to a consolidation. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATE M ENTS - CONTINUED 

NOTE  B - [NVESTM ENT SECURITIES 

Investment securities, at September 30, 2003 consist of the following: 

M ortgage Backed Securities M utual Fund 
Equities - Comm on Stock 

c,m  

$ 14,623 
2~II0 

Fair 
M arket 
V alue 

$ 15,960 
I ~949 

$ 17 9fl9 

The unrealized depreciation for the year ended September 30, 2003 totaled  $710, and the 
cumulative unrealized appreciation as of September 30, 2003 totaled  $1,176. 

Investment inco me as of Sep tembe r 30, 2003 co nsists of the following: 

Interest inco m e 
Dividend incom e 

NOTE C - GRANTS RECEIVABLE 

$ 3,250 
928 

$ & lTR 

Grants receivable at Sep tembe r 30, 2003 co nsist of  the followi ng: 

U. S. Departm ent of Education 
U. S. Departm ent of  Health and Human Services 
Social Security Administration 
State of Loui siana- Governor's Office 
of  Elderly Affairs 

New Orleans Council on Aging, In c, 
Plaquemines  Council on Aging, In ~, 
Louisiana State Planning Council 
on Developmental Disabilities 

U. S. Department of  Hen sing and Urban Dcvelopmem 
Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Inc. 
Louisiana Bar Foundation 
St. Tammany Council on Aging. Inc. 
Jefferson Davis Co unsel on Aging, Inc. 

$ 48,816 
132,893 
22,810 

7,035 
5,964 
774 

12,423 
14,882 
9,318 
233 

4,292 
5rio 



 

ADVOCACY CENTER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

NOTE D - PROPERTY, FURNITURE AND EQUIPM ENT 

Property, furniture and equipment at September 30, 2003 consists of the following: 

Equipment 
Furniture and fixtures 

Less accum ulated depreciation 

$ 145,524 
7q ~57 

168,881 

< 1 (~0 088> 

Property, furniture and eq uipment represents acquisitions of tangible personal property with funds 
provided to the corporation by th e fed eral government, agencies of the State of Loui siana, or 
unrestricted funds. The federal and state governments retain a reversionary interest in the capital 
assets acquired with their funds. 

NOTE E - COM M ITM ENTS 

The co rporation leases offi ce space for its administrative offi ce in New Orleans and three branch 
locations in Lafayette, Baton Rouge, and Shreveport under noncanco llable agreements accounted  
for as operating leases. The New Orl~ns, Baton Rouge, an d Shreveport leases expire April 30, 
2008, M axch 31, 2006, and Decembe r, 2002, respectively. Th e Lafayette offi ce is leased month- 
to-month. 

Future minimum lease payments are as f~llows: 

Year ending September 30, 

2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

$ 104,584 
106,771 
100,842 
94,909 

The rental expense for the year ended September 30, 2003 totaled $128,673 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATE M ENTS - CONTINUED 

NOTE F - FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES 

The functional expenses for the year ended September 30, 2003 consist of the following: 

Salaries 
Fringe benefits 
Travel 
Operating services 
Contractual services 
Ope rating supplies 
Other costs 
Equipment expenses 

NOTE G - RETIREM ENT PLAN 

M anagem ent and 
m~neral 

$ 291,500 
52,285 

592 
38,382 
4,147 
7,622 
12,364 
7347 

3.1d 9~q 

Advocacy for 
people with disabilities 
and .enior eitiz~n.q 

$1,591,506 
314,518 
89,112 
247,638 
56,547 
24,558 
87,210 
ZlA fi67 

$1,883,006 
366,803 
89,704 
286,020 
60,694 
32,180 
99,574 

9 RfiQ qq~ 

The Advocacy Center sponsors a defined contribution simplified  employee pension plan covering 
all employees twenty-one yea rs or older who have worked  for the organization in at least three  of 
the immediately preceding five years. Th e co rporation de cides the amount, if any, to co ntribute 
ea ch year to the individual retirement accoun ts for the eligible employees based on a pe rcentage of 
annual co mpe nsation. The percentage, determined  by the Board of Direftors, was 3%  or $38,696 
for the yea r ended  Septembe r 30, 2003. 

Tbe colpomtion ~ exempt from co rporate incometaxesunde rSection 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 

NOTE  I - BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COM PENSATION 

The Board of Directors is a voluntary board; therefore, no co mpensation has been paid to any 
membe r. 

11 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

NOTE J - FEDERALLY ASSISTED PROGRAM S 

The Advocacy Center participates in a number of federally assisted programs. These programs are 
audited in accordance with the ,qin~le Andit Act Amendment~ of 199fi, Audits of prior years have 
not resulted in any disallowed costs; however, grantor agencies may provide for further 
examinations. Based on prior experience, the co rporation's manasement be lieves that further 
examinations  would not result in any significant disallowed  costs. 

NOTE  K - CONCENTRATION OF CREDIT RISK 

Uninsured bank deposits potentially subject the Corporation  to concentrations of credit risk. The 
cash balances at September 30, 2003 co nsist of the following: 

Balan ce  per Septembe r 30, 2003 bank statements 
Less: FDIC insurance  co verage 

Unsecured balances at September 30, 2003 

NOTE  L - ECONOM IC DEPENDENCY 

$ 357,898 
< IOO 0i30> 

~g 
_  
?~7

.
RC)R 

The Corporation received  the majority of its levenue from funds provided through grants 
administered by the federal government and the State of Louisiana. The grant amounts are 
appropriated  each year by the fed eral an d state governments. If significant budget co ts are made at 
the federal an d/or state lev el, the amount of the funds the co rporation receives co uld be  reduced 
significantly an d have an  adverse impact on its operations. At the time of co mpletion of the 
examination of the corporation's finan cial statements, management was not aware of an y actions  
taken that would adv ersely affect the am ount of funds the co rporation wi ll rece ive in the next fiscal 

The co rporation is suppo rted primarily through government grants. Approximately 98%  of the 
co rporation's suppo rt for the year ended  Sep tember 30, 2003 came fi-om government grants. 
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ADVOCACY CENTER 

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

Governor's Offi ce of Elderly Affairs - Om budsm an Program 

REVENUES 
Grant appropriations 
Other 

EXPENSES 
Salaries 
Fringe benefits 
Travel 
Operating services 
Contractual services 
Operating supplies 
Operating costs 
Equipment expenses 

]For the year ended Septem ber 30, 2003 

For the period 
October 1, 2002 

thran~h June 30. 2003 

$ 273,268 

~75 2fiR 

185,906 
33,781 
15,660 
24,105 

842 
3,156 
6,745 
3073 

~Tq
.
~fR 

Net assets, end of year $ - 

19 

For the period 
July 1, 2003 th rough 
gentem her 30. 2003 

$ 92,267 
637 

9~ 90,1. 

61,361 
10,778 
5,997 

7,386 
917 

1,825 
2,573 
~ Ofi7 

92~904 

$ 365,535 
637 

366:172 

247,267 
44,559 
21,657 
31,491 
1,759 
4,981 
9,318 
5~140 

qfifi 172 



 

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 
Governor's Office of Elderly Affairs - Ombudsman 

Legal Assistance Progrm  

REVENUES 
Grant appropriations 

EXPENSES 
Salaries 
Fringe benefits 
Travel 
Operating services 
Contractual selvice s 
Operating supplies 
Other costs 
Equipment expenses 

Increase <decrease > in net 
asse ts 

For the year ended September 30, 2003 

Net assets, beginning of year 

For the pe riod 
O ctober 1, 2002 

thrmloh .hm e 30:2003 

For the period  
July 1, 2003 th rough 
~ ntem her .~q. 2003 

$ 42,281 $ 16,517 $58,798 

28,350 
6,277 
851 

5,178 
140 
392 
592 
SOl 

42 9.gl 

Net assets, end of year 

20 

39,015 
8,920 
870 

6,778 
230 
593 

1,486 
9O6 

~R Tgg 



SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AW ARDS 

For the year ended September 30, 2003 

U. S. DEPARTM ENT OF HEALTH AND HUM AN SERVICES 

Prote~ m and Advocacy fc~ Individuals with Me~al Illness 

Help America Vote Act 

Pass thr~ h Loo~ana Governor's Office of Elderly Affairs: 
Ombudsman 
Ombudsman 

Omhud~nan ~ gal AssUrance Proe m 

Pass throegh nonp~ t organiz~ om: 
phquemines Cou~ ilon Aging 
Phquen-m es Coundl on Aging 
N~v Orlea~ Coufl~l ~  Agln~ Inc. 
New Orleam Coum'il on Aging, Inc. 
Allen Council on Aging, Inc. 
Jefi'eoum Davis Council c~ Agin~ Inc. 
St, Tamma~  Coun~  on Aghlg, Inc, 

pass tlmmgh Loeisiam  ~ ae ~l~ ng Coo~ i~ ~a 
Developmental Disabilities: 
Triangle Newsletler 

Tolal U. S. Depmtm~  of Health and Human Services 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADM INISTRATION 

Tc~al Social Security Admlnlslration 

U. S. DEPAR TM ENT OF EDUCATION 

~ on and Advocacy For Individual Righls 

Total U. S. Department of Echu~tion 

GRANT 
PRRIO D 

10/01/02-09/30/03 

10/01/0209/30/03 

9/1/02-08/31/05 

10/1/02-9/30/03 

07/0 1/03.06/30/04 
07/01/024)6/30/03 
07/0 1/03.06/30/04 
07/01/02-06/30/03 

07/01/03-06/30/04 
07/0 1/02-06/30/03 
07/01/03-06/30/04 
07/01/02-06/30/03 
07/01/02~6/30/03 
07/01/02.-06/30/03 
07/01/03-06/30/04 

FEDERAL 
cIrDA 

NUM IlRR 

93.630 

93.138 

93.234D 

93.618 

93,044 
93.044 
93.044 
93.044 

93,633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 

TOTAL 
FE DERAL 

F,X plgNllrr i ]RV~q 

$ 614,316 

484,409 

56,767 

9,749 

65,962 
194,020 
14,040 
35,939 

775 
2,309 
12,473 
29,614 
2,281 
5,616 
~292 

04/15/0 l-11/30/05 96,008 

10/01/02-09/30/03 

10/01/02-09/30/03 

04/01/02-03/31/03 

9R 853 

qR RS~ 

g4.161A 140,436 

84.240A 

84,343A 

244,444 

7fl ~417 



SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AW ARDS - CONTINUED 

U. S. DEPARTM ENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

T~ I U. S. Depestme~ of Ho~sing and Urban 
Development 

GRANT 
pgRIND 

3/01/03-2/29/04 

FEDERAL 
CFDA 

NUMB ER 

TOTAL 
FEDERAL 

I~Y pl~N~J~rr I ]l~l~q 

Pass dn'ough Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Inc.: 
Trahling and Tedmlca[ ~  Grant 01/01/03-12/31/03 16.529 

NOTES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AW ARDS 

The accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards has been prepared on fue acctaml basis of accounting~ Corar~ revenues are 
recmded, for financial ~ rtmg pmpos~  when Advocacy Center has met the c~~t of reimburseme~ or funding qualifications for the 
respeetlve grant~ 



 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
4769 ST. ROCH AVE. NEW  ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70122 

TELEPHONE: (504) 288-0050 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
OVER FINANCIAL RE PORTING BASED ON AN  AUDIT OF FINAN CIAL 

STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN  ACCORDAN CE 

Board of Directors 
Advocacy Center 

W ITH 

I have audited the financial statements of th e Adv ocacy Center as of and for th e year ended 
September 30, 2003, and have issued my report thereon dated Februa~  5, 2004. I conducted my audit in 
accordance with auditing standa rds generally accepted  in the United  States of America and the standards 
appficable to financial audits contained in Cnw ernment A,ditin$ gtandard~ issued by th e Comptroller 
General of th e United  States. 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Advocacy  Center's financial 
statements are free of material m isstatement, I performed  tests of its complian ce with  ce rtain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance  with which could ha ve a direct and ma terial effect 
on the determination of financial statement amon nts. However, providing an  opinion on compliance with 
those provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The 
results of my tests disclosed no instance s of noncompliance that are required to be  reported  under 

In planning  an d pe rforming  my audit I considered the Adv ocacy Center's internal co ntrol over 
financial ~porting in order to determine my auditing procedures for th e p~  of expressing my opinion 
on th e financial statements an d not to provide assuran ce  on the internal co ntrol over financial reporting. 
M y co nside ration of th e internal control over finan cial reporting would not necessarily di sclose all ma tters 
in th e inter nal control over financial reporting that mi ght be  material weaknesses. A ma terial weakness is 
a co ndition in which the de sign or ope ration of one or more of th e intern al control components does not 
reduce  to a relatively low level th e risk that misstatements in amounts that would be  ma terial /n relation to 
the financial statements being audited  my occur and not be  detected  wi thin a time ly pened  by employees 
in the normal course of pe rforming th eir assign ed functions. I noted  no matters involving the internal 
co ntrol over finan cial repo rting an d its ope ration that I co nsider to be  ma terial weaknesses. 

MEMBER 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants ~ Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 



 

This t~port is inlznded for the information and use of the audit com mittee, mana~ement, 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor, others within the organization and the federal awarding agencies and pass- 
through agencies and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified 
parties. Under Louisiana Revised Statue 24:513, this report is distn~outed by the Legislative Auditor as a 
public document. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
Februa~  5, 2004 



4769 ST. ROCH AVE. NEW  ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70122 
TELEPHONE: (504) 288-0050 

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE W ITH RE QUIREM ENTS APPLICABLE 
TO EACH M AJOR PROGRAM  AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
COM PLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE W ITH OM B CIRCULAR A-133 

Board of Directors 
Advocacy Center 

I have audited the compliance of the Adv ocacy Center with the types of compliance  requirements 
described in the "U. S. Offi ce of Management and Budget (OM B) Circular A-133 Compliance 
Supplement" that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended September 30, 
2003. Adv ocacy Center's major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditor's results 
section of the acco mpanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. Complian ce wi th the 
requirements of laws, regulations, contracts an d grants applicable to each of its major federal programs is 
the responsibility of the Advocacy Center's management. My responsibility is to express an  opinion on 
the Advocacy  Center's co mplianoe  based on my audit. 

I conducted my audit of co mpliance  in accordance  with  auditing standards generally accepted in 
the United  States of America ; th e standards applicable to financial audits co ntained  in ~c~ernment 
A.difin~ Standard~ iSSUed  by the Comptroller General of the United  States, an d OM B Circular A-133, 
"Audits of the States, Local Governments, Non-Profit Organizations " Those standards an d OM B 
Circular  A-133 require that I plan  an d perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance  about wheth er 
nonco mplian ce  wi th the types of co mplian ce  requirements referred to above that co uld have a direct and 
ma terial effect on a ma jor federal program occurred. An audit includes exanuning, on a test ba sis, 
evidence  about Adv ocacy  Ce nter's co mpliance with  th ose requirements and pe rforming such oth er 
procedures as I cons idered  nec essary in the circumstances. I be lieve that my  audit provides a rea sona ble 
basis for my opinion. M y audit does not provide a legal de termina tion on the Advocacy  Center's 
compliance wi th th ose requhements. 

In my  opinion, Adv ocacy  Ce nter complied, in all ma terial respects, wi th the requirements 
referred to abo ve that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended Septembe r 
30, 2003. 

The managemen t of the Adv ocacy  Center is responsible for establishing an d ma intaining 
effective internal co ntrol over co mplian ce with requirements of laws, regulations, co ntracts an d grants 
applicable to federal programs. In planning and pe rforming my audit, I co nside red the Adv ocacy  Ce nter's 
internal control over comp liance with requirements that could have a direct an d ma terial eff ect on a ma jor 
fed eral pro gram in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my  opinion 
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on compliance and to test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with OM B 
Ciw'ular A-133. 

My consideration tg the internal control over compliance would not necessarily disclose all 
matters in the internal conlm l that might be matexial weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in 
which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that noncompliance with appficable requirements of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants that would be material in relation to a major federal program being audited may 
occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their 
assigned functions. I noted no matters inwolving the internal control over compliance and its operation 
that ! consider to be material weaknesses. 

This report is intended  for the information and use of the audit committee, management, 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor, others within the organization and the federal awarding agencies and pass- 
through agencies and is not intended tu be and should not be  used by anyone other than these specified 
parties. Under Louisiana Revised Statue 24:513, this report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a 
public document. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
Febraa~  5, 2004 

(/q~  
,, c.~,9 



 

ADVOCACY CENTER 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

For the year ended September 30, 2003 

A. SUM M ARY OF THE AUDITOR'S REPORT 

L 

2. 

5. 

6. 

8. 

An unqualified opinion was issued  on the financial statem en ts of the auditce. 

The statement that reportable conditions in internal ce ntro l were disc losed by the audit 
of the financial statements and whether any su ch conditions were material weaknesses is 
not applicable. 

The audit di sclosed no instances of noncompliance that were material to the 
financial statements of the an ditee. 

The statement that reportable conditions in internal control over ma jor programs were 
di sclosed by the audit and whether any su ch conditions were ma terial weaknesses is not 
applicable. 

An unqualified  opinion was issued on compliance for ma jor programs. 

The audit disclosed no findings which are required to be reported un der Section 510(a) 
of Circular A-133. 

Major programs for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2003 were: 

U. S. Department of Health and Human Service s: 
Protection and Advocacy for the 

Develop mentally Disabled (CFDA #93.630) 
Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with  

Men tal Illness (CFDA #93.138) 

Passed through Louisiana State Planning Council 
on Develop mental Disabilities: 

Triangle Newsletter (CFDA# 93.630) 

Passed through  Louisiana Governor's Office of Elderly Affairs: 
Ombudsman (CFDA# 93.044) 
Ombudsman Legal Assistance Program (CTDA# 93.044) 

The dollar threshold used to distinguish betwec n Type A and Type B programs was 
$300,000. 

9. The auditee qualified  as  a low-risk an ditec. 



 

ADVOCACY CENTER 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS - CONTINUED 

For the year ended Septem ber 30, 2003 

There were no findings related to the financial statements for the year ended September 30, 2003 

There were no items identified in the course of my testing during the current year required to be 
retorted. 

There were no prior year audit findings. 


