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RICH ARD B. G ARRETT 
Certified Public Accountant 

149 Turtledove Drive 
M onroe, Louisiana 71203 

ndcpendent Auditor's Repor 
on the Financial Statem ents 

H O N O RA BLE G ARY K . BENNETT 
W EST CARRO LL PARISH SH ERIFF AND 
EX-O FFICIO PARISH TAX CO LLECTO R 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

1 have audited the accom panying statem ent of assets and liabilities arising from cash tran sactions of 
the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the W est Carroll Par ish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and the 
related statem ent of collections, distributions, an d unsettled balan ces for the year ended June 30, 
1996. These financial statem ents are the responsibility of m anagem ent of the W est Carroll Par ish 
Sheriff. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statem ents based on m y 
audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordan ce with generally accepted auditing standar ds an d generally 
accepted govern m ental auditing stan dards contained in the Governm ent Auditing Stan dards - 
Standards for Audit of Govern m ental Organizations, Progran as, Activities, and Functions, issued by 
the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those stan dards require that I plan an d perform  the 
audit to obtain reasonable assuran ce about whether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and 
disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used and significan t estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall finan cial 
statem ent presentation. I believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 

As described in note 1 to the financial statem ents, the W est Carroll Par ish Sheriff is the ex-officio 
tax collector for the various taxing bodies within W est Carroll Par ish, and the accom pan ying 
financial statem ents present inform ation only on his activities as par ish tax collector. Furtherm ore, 
the accom panying finan cial statem ents have been prepared on a basis of cash receipts and cash 
disbursem ents, which is a com prehensive basis of accounting other than  generally accepted 
accounting principles. 



ltO NO RABLE G A RY K . BENNETT 
W EST CA Pd~,O LL PA RISH SH ERIFF AND 
EX-O FFICIO PARISH TAX CO LLECTO R 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 
Audit Report, A s of June 30, 1996, and 
for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

In m y opinion, the accom panying finan cial slatem ents presenl fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 
assets and liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the W est 
Carroll Par ish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and the collections, distributions, and unsettled balan ces 
of tile Tax Collector A gency Fund for the year ended June 30, 1996, on the basis of accounting 
described in note 1. 

M onroe, Louisian a 
July 31, 1996 

RICH ARD B. GARRETT 



 



W EST CARRO LL PARISH SHERIFF 
O ak G rove, Louisiana 
TAX CO LLECTO R AG ENCY FUN D 

Statem ent of Collections, Distributions 
and Unsettled Balances 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

UNSETTLED BA LA NC ES AT JULY 1, 1995 

CO LLECTIO NS 
Ad valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing (note 3) 
Sporting licenses 
Parish licenses 
Fines and forfeitures 
Bond refunds 
Crim inal costs 
Interest on: 
Dem and deposits 
Deliquent taxes 
Protest taxes 
Costs, notices, etc. 
Restitutions 
Refunds 
Total collections 

Tota 

D ISTR IBUTIO NS 
Louisiana Departm ent of Agriculture 
and Forestry 
Louisiana Departm ent of Public Safety 
Louisiana Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent 
and Adm ~nislration o~ Crim ~nal Justice 
Louisiana Departm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana State Treasury  Departm ent 
Louisiana Tax Com m ission 
Tensas Basin Levee District 

(Continued) 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

Statem ent B 

$47,565 

1,686,764 
269,516 
49,159 
40,189 
79,526 
25,299 
75.739 

3,736 
287 
1649 
1,413 

27,829 
889 

2,26i,995 

2.309.560 

1,692 
1.892 

4,794 
41,788 
3,402 
1,981 

44.966 



W EST CA RRO LL PAR ISH SH ERIFF 
O ak G rove, Louisiana 
TAX CO LLECTO R AG ENCY FUND 
Statem ent of C ollections, Distributions 
and Unsettled Balances, for the 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

DISTRIBUTIONS (CONT'D) 
W est Carroll Parish: 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
Assessor 
Clerk of Court 
Library  
Fifth Judicial District: 
District Attorney 
Indigent Defender Board 
Expense Fund 
Hot Check Fund 
Northwest Louisiana Crim inalistics Laboratory  
Pension Funds 
M unicipalities: 
Town of O ak G rove 
Restitutions 
Refunds 
Total distributions 

U NSETTLED BALANC ES AT JUN E 30, 1996 
DU E TO TAX ING BO D IES A ND O THERS 

(Concluded) 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 

Statem ent B 

$609,173 
793,363 
329,729 
112,291 
6,187 

103.338 

15,594 
19,604 
5,229 
13,481 
6,844 
55.161 

4,565 
31,721 

783 
2,207~578 

$101j982 



INTR O D U CTIO N 

W EST CARRO LL PARISH SH ERI FF 
O ak G rove, Louisiana 

TAX CO LLECTO R A GENCY FUND 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of June 30, 1996, and for the 

Year Ended June 30, 1996 

A s provided by Article V , Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the ex- 
officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem 
property taxes, par ish occupational licenses, state revenue shar ing funds, angling, hunting, and 
trapping licenses, an d fines an d forfeitures im posed by the district court. 

SUM M ARY O F SIG N IFICANT ACCO UNTIN G PO LICIES 

A . BA SIS O F PR ESEN TA TIO N 

The accounts of the par ish tax collector ar e established to reflect the collections im posed by 
law , distributions pursuan t to such law , an d unsettled balan ces due var ious taxing recipient 
bodies an d others. The accom pan ying finan cial statem ents have been prepar ed on the cash 
basis of accounting, w ith collections recognized when received mad distributions reflected 
when paid. As such, the accom panying finan cial statem ents do not reflect the receivables 
an d payables associated w ith tax collection activities. 

B. REPO RTING ENTITY 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513(K)(1)(b) requires that the accounts of each parish tax 
collector be audited annually. A ccordingly, the accom panying financial statem ents 
reflect the finan cial activity of the sheriff relating only to his responsibility as ex-officio 
parish tax collector. Am ounts included in these financial statem ents are also included in 
the sheriffs annual general purpose financial statem ents. 

C. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections in interest bearing accounts wilh 
a bank dom iciled in the parish where the funds are collected. Furtherm ore, the sheriff 
m ay invest these deposits in certificates of deposits or other investm ents pem aitted by 
law . 



W EST CA RR O LL PA RISH SH ERIFF AND 
EX-O FFICIO PA RISH TA X CO LLECTO R 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 
TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY FUN D 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Concluded) 

2. CA SH 

At June 30, 1996, the sheriff has $141,967 (bank balances) on deposit in interest bearing deman d 
accounts w ith local financial institutions. These deposits ar e fully secured through federal deposit 
insurance. 

3. STATE REV EN UE SH ARING FUNDS 

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 1220 of 1995 were distributed as follow s 

Tensas Basin Levee D istrict 
W est Carroll Par ish: 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff - com m ission 
Library 
Pension funds 

Total 

TA X ES PA ID UNDER PRO TEST 

$2,363 

78,200 
119,129 
43,803 
17,002 
9,019 

$269,516 

The unsettled balances due to taxing bodies and others at June 30, 1996, as reflected on 
Statement A, include $69,412 of taxes paid under protest, plus interest earn ed to date on the 
investment of these funds, totaling $2,147. These funds are being held pending resolution of the 
protest. 



 



RICH ARD B. G ARRETT 
Certified Public Accountant 

149 Turtledove Drive 
M onroe, Louisiana 71203 

Independent Auditor's Report on Intern al Control Stru cture 
Based Solely on An Audit of the Financial Statem ents 

H O NO RABLE G ARY K . BENNETT 
W EST CARR O LL PARISH SH ERIFF AN D 
EX-O FFICIO PARISH TAX CO LLECTOR 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

I have audited the accom pan ying statem ent of assets an d liabilities arising from  cash transactions 
of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and the 
related statem ent of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances for the year ended June 30, 
1996, and have issued m y report thereon dated July 31, 1996. I conducted m y audit in accordan ce 
with generally accepted auditing stan dards an d Governm ent Auditing Stan dar ds, issued by the 
Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan an d perform the 
audit to obtain reasonable assuran ce about whether the financial statem ents ar e free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. 

In planning an d perform ing m y audit, I considered the internal control structure the W est Carroll 
Parish Sheriff used in the tax collection an d distribution process in order to determ ine m y auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the finan cial statem ents an d not to 
provide assuran ce on the internal control structur e. 

EX H IBIT A 



ItO N O RA BLE G A RY K . BENNETT 
W EST CARR O LL PARISH SH ERIFF AND 
EX-O FFICIO PARISH TAX CO LLECTO R 
Internal Control Report 
July 31, 1996 
Page 2 

Intern al control structure consists of the control enviromnent, accounting system , mad control 
procedures used by the sheriff. The intern al control structure is the responsibility of m anagem ent 
and is used to provide the sheriff w ith a reasonable, but not absolute, ability to record, process, 
sum m arize, an d report financial data consistent with the assertions em bodied in the accom panying 
finan cial statem ents; to safeguard public assets; an d to com ply w ith law s an d regulations. In 

fulfilling this responsibility, estimates an d judgments by man agement are required to assess the 
expected benefits and related costs of intern al control structure policies and procedures. 

For the purpose of this report, I have classified the significan t intcm al control structure policies and 
procedures into the follow ing categories. 

Tax collections 
Tax distributions 

For both of the intern al control structure categories listed previously, I obtained an  understanding 
of the design of relevan t policies an d procedures an d whether they have been placed in operation, 
and I assessed control risk. I did not evaluate the effectiveness of the intern al control stru ctur e 
categories because I concluded that it would be inefficient to evaluate the effectiveness of the 

internal control policies and procedures an d that the audit could be conducted m ore efficiently by 
assessing control risk at a very high level (maximum) an d expanding my substan tive audit tests. 

EX H IBIT A 



ItO N O RA BLE G A RY K . BEN NETT 
W EST CA RR O LL PA RISH SH ERI FF AND 
EX -O FFIC IO PA R ISH TA X C O LLECTO R 
Internal Control Report 
July 31, 1996 
Page 3 

In accordance w ith the standards m entioned previously and provisions of state law , I am  required to 
com m unicate to m anagem ent, an d include in m y report, any reportable conditions an d/or m aterial 
weaknesses. Reportable conditions ar e m atters that com e to m y attention relating to significan t 

deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure that, in my judgment, could 
adversely affect the sheriffs ability to (1) record, process, summarize, and report financial data 
consistent with the assertions of man agement in the financial statements or (2) comply with laws 
and regulations that could have a m aterial im pact on the financial statem ents. A m aterial weakness 
is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control 
structure elem ents, including those relating to com pliance w ith laws and regulations, does not 
reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregular ities, in am ounts that would be 
m aterial in relation to the finan cial statem ents being audited, m ay occur an d not be detected w ithin 
a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned duties. 

M y consideration of the intern al control stru ctur e would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the 
internal control stru ctur e that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not 
necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that ar e also considered to be m aterial weak nesses. 
Because of inherent lim itations in any intem al control structure, errors an d irregular ities m ay, 

nevertheless, occur an d not be detected. Also, projection of an y evaluation of the control structure 
to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes 
in conditions or that the degree of com plian ce w ith the procedures m ay deteriorate. I noted no 
m atters involving the internal control stru cture and its operations that I consider to be m aterial 
weaknesses as defined previously. 

EX H IBIT A 



 



RICH ARD B. G ARR ETT 
Certified Public Accountant 

149 Turtledove Drive 
M onroe, Louisian a 71203 

ndependent Auditor's Report on Com pliance W ith Law s an d 
Regulations M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

H O N O RABLE G ARY K . BEN NETT 
W EST CA RRO LL PA RISH  SH ERIFF AND 
EX-O FFIC10 PARISH TAX CO LLECTOR 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

1 have audited the statem ent of assets and liabilities arising from  cash transactions of the Tax 
Collector A gency Fund of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and the related 
statem ent of collections, distributions, an d un settled balances for the year  ended Jun e 30, 1996, an d 
have issued m y report thereon dated July 31, 1996. I conducted m y audit in accordan ce w ith 
generally accepted auditing stan dards an d Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller General of the United States. Those stan dar ds require that I plan and perform the 
audit to obtain reasonable assuran ce about whether the financial statem ents ar e free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance with laws an d regulations applicable to the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the W est 
Carroll Par ish Sheriff is the responsibility of the sheriff and m an agem ent of his office. As part of 
obtaining reasonable assuran ce about whether the finan cial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent, I selected an d tested tran sactions an d records relating to the collection an d 
distribution of parish taxes, licenses, et cetera, to determ ine the extent to which the sheriff 
com plied with laws an d regulations applicable to his function as ex-offi cio parish tax collector. 

However, my objective was not to provide an opinion on overall complian ce with such provisions. 

EXH IBIT B 



H O N O R ABLE G ARY K . BENNETT 
W EST CA RR O LL PA RISH SH ERIFF AND 
EX-O FFICIO PARISH TAX CO LLECTO R 
Com pliance Report 
July 31, 1996 
Page 2 

The results of m y tests indicate that, w ith respect to the item s tested, the sheriff com plied, in all 

m aterial respects, with laws and regulations applicable to the tax collection and distribution 
function. W ith respect to the item s not tested, nothing cam e to m y attention that caused m e to 
believe that the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff had not com plied, in all m aterial respects, w ith those 

provisions. 

M y com m ents on com pliance w ith law s and regulations are intended for the inforn~ation an d use of 
the sheriff and m an agem ent of his office. By provisions of state law, this report is a public 
docum ent, and it has been distributed to appropriate public officials. 

M onroe, Louisiana 
July 31, 1996 

EXH IBIT B 

RI CH ARD B. G ARRETT 


