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In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing
Standards, we:

o Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

¢ Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or,
error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include
examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements.

¢ Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
the District’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

» Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting
estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the financial statements.

» Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise
substantial doubt about the District’s ability to continue as a going concern for a reasonable period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other maiters, the planned
scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-related matters that we
identified during the audit.

Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the management’s discussion
and analysis and budgetary comparison schedules on pages 4-% and 22-24 be presented to supplement the basic
financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the
Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essenfial part of financial reporting for
placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We have
applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods
of preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to our
inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial
statemenls. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the hmited
procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance.

Supplementary Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively comprise
the District’s basic financial statements. The schedules of compensation, benefits and other payments to agency
heads and justice system funding schedule- receiving entity are presented for the purposes of additional analysis
and are not a required part of the basic financial statements. The schedules of compensation, benefits and other
payments to agency heads and justice system funding schedule - receiving entity are the responsibility of
management and were derived from and relate directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to
prepare the basic financial staiements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in
the audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling
such information to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or
to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the schedules are fairly stated, in all material
respects, in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole.



Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated May 20, 2024, on our
consideration of the District’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is
solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results
of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the District’s internal control over financial
reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government
Auditing Standards in considering the District’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.

D, UL A

Gonzales, Louisiana
May 20, 2024



23°0 JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

DECEMBER 31, 2023

This section of 23R? Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund’s (the District) annual financial report presents our
discussion and analysis of the District’s financial performance during the year ended December 31, 2023, This
document focuses on the current year’s activities, resulting changes, and currently known facts in comparison with
the prior year’s information (where available). Please read it in conjunction with the District’s financial statements,
which follow this section.

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

e The District’s total net position of $1,464,096 increased by 2.1 percent over the course of this year’s
operations.

¢ During the year, the District’s expenses were $30,395 less than the $541,960 generated in charges for court
fees, operating grants, and other general revenues.

o The District’s expenses decreased by $25,333 or 4.7 percent.

e Current year revenues increased compared to prior year by 7.3 percent to $541,960.

» The General Fund reported fund balance of $485,959, an increase of 9,439 or 2.0 percent from last year.

OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

This annual report consists of four parts - management’s discussion and analysis (this section), the financial
statements, required supplementary information, and other supplementary information. The financial statements
include two kinds of statements that present different views of the District.

» The first two statements are government-wide financial statements that provide both long-term and short-
term information about the District’s overall financial status.

» The remaining statements are fund financial statements that focus on individual parts of the District’s
government, reporting the District’s operations in more detail than the government-wide statements.

» The governmental fund statements tell how general government services were financed in the short-
term as well as what remains for future spending.

The financial statements also include notes that explain some of the information in the financial statements and
provide more detailed data. The statements are followed by a section of required supplementary information that
further explains and supports the information in the financial statements. Figure A-1 shows how the required parts
of this annual report are arranged and relate to one another.

Figure A-1 summarizes the major features of the District’s financial statements, including the portion of the
District’s governiment they cover and types of information they contain. The remainder of this overview section of
management’s discussion and analysis explains the structure of contents of each of the statements.
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MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

Scope
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Type of
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DECEMBER 31, 2023

Figure A-1

Major Features of the District’s Government-wide and Fund Financial Statements

Government-wide
Statements

Governmental Funds

Entire District
government

» Statement of net
position

e Statement of
activities

Accrual accounting
and economic
resources focus

All assets and
liabilities, both
financial and capital,
and short-term and
long-term

All revenues and
expenses during year,
regardless of when
cash is received or
paid

The activities of the
District

¢ Balance sheet

¢ Statement of revenues,
expenditures, and
changes in fund
balances

Modified accrual
accounting and current
financial resources focus

Only assets expected to be
used up and liabilities that
come due during the year
or soon thereafier; no
capital assets included

Revenues for which cash
is received during or soon
after the end of the year;
expenditures when goods
or services have been
received and payment is
due during the year or
soon thereafter



23%° JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

DECEMBER 31, 2023

Government-wide Statements

The government-wide statements report information about the District as a whole using accounting methods similar
to those used by private-sector companies. The statement of net position includes all of the government’s assets
and liabilities. All of the current year’s revenues and expenses are accounted for in accordance in the statement of
activities regardless of when cash is received or paid.

The two government-wide statements report the District’s net position and how they have changed. Net position-
the difference between the District’s assets and liabilities is one way to measure the District’s financial health, or
position, .

» Overtime, increases or decreases in the District’s net position are an indicator of whether its financial health
is improving or deteriorating, respectively.

o To assess the overall health of the District you need to consider additional nonfinancial factors such as the
growth of Ascension Parish.

The government-wide financials of the District include:

+« Governmental activities - most of the District’s basic services are included here, such as operating activities.
Court fees, operating grants, and interest finance most of these activities.

Fund Financial Statements

The fund financial statements provide more detailed information about the District’s most significant funds not the
District as a whole. Funds are accounting devices that the District uses to keep track of specific sources of funding
and spending for particular purposes.

The District has only governmental funds as described below:

s Governmental funds-Most of the District’s basic services ave included in the governmental fund, which
focus on (1) how cash and other financial assets that can readily be converted to cash flow in and out and
(2) the balances left at year end that are available for spending. Consequently, the governmental fund
statements provide a detailed short-term view that helps you determine whether there are more or fewer
financial resources that can be spent in the near future to finance the District’s programs. Because this
information does not encompass the additional {ong-term focus of the government-wide statements, we
provide additional information on the subsequent page that explains the relationship (or differences)
between them,
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MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSTON AND ANALYSIS

DECEMBER 31, 2023

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE DISTRICT AS A WHOLE

Net position. The District’s net position increased between fiscal years 2023 and 2022 to $1,464,096 (See Table
A-1)

Table A-1

Statement of Net Position-Gevernmental Activities

2023 L 2022
Cash and other assets $ 1,464,951 £ 1,396,840
Capital assets, net 99,864 100,369
Total assets 1,564,815 1,497,209
Current liabilities 100,719 63,508
Total liabilities 100,719 63,508
Net investment in capital assets 99,864 100,369
Restricted:
Families in need of services 115,590 135,796
Child support services 762,683 721,016
Unrestricted 485,959 476,520
Total Net Position b 1,464,096 5 1,433,701

Net position of the District’s governmental activities increased 2.1 percent or $30,395 during the year. Unrestricted
net position — the part of net position that can be used to finance day-to-day operations without constraints
established by enabling legislation or other legal requirements increased from $476,520 at December 31, 2022, to
$485,959 at the end of the current year end.

Changes in net position. The District’s total revenues increased by $36,971 to $541,960. (See Table A-2).
Approximately 86 percent of the District’s revenues comes from charges for services. Another 12 percent is from
grants and the remaining is for interest income and niscellaneous income,

The total cost of all programs and services decreased by $25,333. Total current year costs were $511,565, The
District’s expenses cover all services performed by its office.



23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

DECEMBER 31, 2023

Governmental Activities

Revenues for the District’s governmental activities increased 7.3 percent or by $36,971 and total expenses decreased
by 4.7 percent to $511,565 for the year. The revenue generated for 2023 was more than the total cost of operations
as depicted in Table A-2.

Table A-2
Changes in District’s Net Position

Revenues 2023 2022
Program revenues:
Charges for services $ 464,952 $ 439,584
Operating grants 64,872 64,032
General revenues:
Miscellaneous 1,069 1,173
Interest income 11,067 200
Total revenues 541,960 504,989
Expenses
Gover 511,565 536,898
Total expenses 511,565 536,898
Change in net position $ 30,395 $ (31,909)

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE DISTRICT’S FUNDS

As the District completed this year, its governmental funds reported a fund balance of $1,364,232, an increase from
last year of $30,900.

General 'und Budgetary Highlights

There were not any amendments to the current year budget.
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MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

DECEMBER 31, 2023

CAPITAL ASSETS
At the end of 2023, the District had $99,864 invested in capital assets. (See Table A-3).

Table A-3
District’s Capital Assets
{net of depreciation)

Governmental Activities

2023 2022
Equipment $ 33,619 $ 27,889
Furniture & Fixtures 66,245 72,480
Total $ 99,864 $ 100,369

This year’s major capital assets additions include:

» The JE fund purchased equipment totaling $13,451 and furniture purchased for new judge totaling $8,121.

» Equipment and furniture & fixtures in the amounts of $2,096 and $1,395 was purchased for Child Support
fund, respectively.

* FINS had one equipment purchase for $2,358.

» Disposal of equipment that was reimbursed by Supreme Court for the JE fund totaled $2,247.

ECONOMIC FACTORS AND NEXT YEAR’S BUDGETS AND RATES

The District is dependent on court costs for 23 percent of its revenues and 63 percent from administrative fees
collected from the Department of Social Services for child support services. The economy is not expected to
generate any significant increase. The District’s future revenues are expected to remain relatively consistent with
current years.

CONTACTING THE DISTRICT’S FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

The financial report is designed to provide our citizens, taxpayers, customers, investors and creditors with a general
overview of the District’s finances and to demonstrate the District’s accountability for the money it receives. If you
have questions about the report or need additional financial information, contact Candace Washington at the Judicial
Administrative Office, 607 East Worthey Road, Third Floor, Gonzales, LA 70737,



2IRD JUDICTAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
DECEMBER 31, 2023

ASSETS

Cash $ 989,761
Certificates of deposit 429,345
Interest receivable 1,171
Receivables from other governments 44,674
Capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation 99,864
TOTAL ASSETS $ 1,564,815
LIABILITIES AND NET POSITION
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable $ 32,207
Due to other governments 68,512
TOTAL LIABILITIES 100,719
NET POSITION
Investment in capital assets 99,864
Restricted:
Families in need of services 115,590
Child support services 762,683
Unrestricted 485,959
TOTAL NET POSITION 1,464,096
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET POSITION $ 1,564,815

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement.



23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

Net (Expense)
Revenue and
Change in
Program Revenues Net Position
Charges for Operating Governmental
Expenses Services Grants Unit
FUNCTION/PROGRAM
Governmental activities:
General government $ 119,809 $ 123,004 $ - $ 3,255
Families in Need of Service 85,619 - 64,872 (20,747)
Child Support 306,137 341,888 - 35,751
Total governmental activities $ 511,565 $ 464,952 $ 64,872 18,259
General Revenues:
Interest 11,067
Miscellaneous 1,069
Total general revenues 12,136
Change in net position 30,395
Net position- January 1, 2023 1,433,701
Net position- December 31, 2023 $ 1,464,096

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement.
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

Cash

Certificates of deposit

Interest receivable

Receivable from other governments

Total assets

BALANCE SHEET

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

DECEMBER 31, 2023

Liabilities
Accounts payable
Due to other governments

Total liabilities

Fund balances
Unassigned
Restricted:
Families in need of service
Child support services

Total fund balances

ASSETS

Families in Total
Need of Child Governmental

General Fund Service Support Funds
$ 57,803 $ 128,231 $ 803,727 b 989,761
429,345 - - 429,345
1,171 - - 1,171
17,822 - 26,852 44,674
$ 506,141 $ 128,231 $ 830,579 $ 1,464,951

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES

$ 20,182 $ 8,586 $ 3,439 $ 32,207
- 4,055 64,457 68,512
20,182 12,641 67,896 100,719
485,959 - - 485,959
- 115,590 - 115,590
- - 762,683 762,683
485,959 115,590 762,683 1,364,232
¥ 506,141 $ 128,231 $ 830,579 $ 1,464,951

Total liabilities and fund balances

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement.



23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

RECONCILIATION OF THE GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS BALANCE SHEET
TO THE STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
DECEMBER 31, 2023

Total fund balances- Governmental Funds $ 1,364,232

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of net position
are different because:

Capital assets used in governmental activities are not current financial resources and,
therefore, are not reported in the governmental funds:

Cost of capital assets at December 31, 2023 313,236
Less: accumulated depreciation as of December 31, 2023 (213,372) 99 864
Total net position at December 31, 2023 - Governmental Activities $ 1,464,096

The accompanying notes are an integral part ol this financial statement.
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURLES, AND
CHANGES IN FTUND BALANCES

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

Families in Total
General Need of Child Governmental
Fund Service Support Funds
REVENUES
Court fees $ 123,064 $ - $ - $ 123,064
State grant - 64,872 - 64,872
Department of Social Services - - 341,888 341,888
Miscellaneous 1,069 - 1,069
Interest income 8,813 - 2,254 11,067
Total Revenues 132,046 64,872 344,142 541,960
EXPENDITURES
Current:
General government 104,182 82,720 298,984 485,886
Capital outlay 21,572 2,358 3.491 27421
Total Expenditures 125,754 85,078 302,475 513,307
Excess of Revenues over (under) Expenditures 7,192 (20,206) 41,667 28,653
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES
Proceeds from sale of capital assets 2,247 - - 2,247
Total Other Financing Sources 2,247 - - 2,247
Net change in find balances 9,439 (20,206) 41,667 30,900
Fund Balances, January 1, 2023 476,520 135,796 721,016 1,333,332
Fund Balances, December 31, 2023 5 485,959 5 115,590 % 762,683 $ 1,364,232

The accompanying notes are an integral part of thig financial statement.
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

RECONCILIATION OF THE STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES TO CHANGES IN NET POSITION OF
GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES

DECEMBER 31, 2023

Net change in fund balances $ 30,900

Governmental funds report capital outlay as expenditures. However, in the statement of
activities the cost of those assets are allocated over their estimated useful lives and
reported as deprecation expense.

Capital Assets:

Capital outlay capitalized 27,421

Depreciation expense for year ended December 31, 2023 (25,716)

The net effect of transactions involving capital assets (2,210)
Change in Net Position- Governmental Activities $ 30,395

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement.

15



23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

DECEMBER 31, 2023

INTRODUCTION

The 23R° Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund was established in 1995 under Act No. 435 which was an
amendment to Title 13 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes on 1950, The Expense Fund was established for the
purpose of paying expenses for the court deemed necessary by the Judges for efficient operations of the court.

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

A. REPORTING ENTITY

GASB Codification Section 2100, established criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity
and component units that should be included within the reporting entity. The district court judges are
independently elected officials. However, the Judicial District is fiscally dependent on the Ascension Parish
Council for office space, courtrooms, and related utility costs, as well as partial funding of salary costs.
Because the Judicial District is fiscally dependent on the Council, the Judicial District was determined to
be a component unit of the Ascension Parish Council, the financial reporting entity.

The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the Judicial

District and do not present information on the Ascension Parish Council, the general government services
provided by that governmental unit, or other governmental units that coinprise the financial reporting entity.

B. BASIS OF PRESENTATION, BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

BASIS OF PRESENTATION

The accompanying financial statements of the 23rd Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund have been
prepared in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America as
applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted
standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles.

GOVERNMENT-WIDE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (GWFS):

The statement of net position and the statement of activities display information about the primary
government (the District). These statements include the financial activities of the overall government,
except for fiduciary net activities. Governmental activities generally are financed through charges for court
fees, intergovernmental revenues and other nonexchange transactions. Revenues, expenses, gains, losses,
assets and liabilities resulting from nonexchange transactions are recognized in accordance with the
requirements of Section N50.

The statement of activities presents a comparison between direct expenses and program revenues for each
function of the District’s governmental activities. Direct expenses are those specifically associated with a
program or function and, therefore, are clearly identifiable to a particular function, Program revenucs
include (a) fees, fines, and charges paid by the recipients of goods or services offered by the programs and
(b) grants and contributions that are restricted to meeting the operational or capital requirements of a
particular program. Revenues that are not classified as program revenues are presented as general revenues.

16



23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

DECEMBER 31, 2023

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

B. BASIS OF PRESENTATION, BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (continued)

FUND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (FFS):

The fund financials statements provide information about the District’s funds. Separate statements for each
fund category are presented. The emphasis of fund financial statements is on major governmental funds.

The District reports the following major governmental funds:

General Fund- The General fund is the primary operating fund of the District. It is used to account for all
financial resources except those required to be accounted for in other funds. The General fund is available
for any purpose provided it is expended or transferred in accordance with state and federal laws and
according to District policy.

I'amilies in Need of Services- This special revenue fund is designed to bring together and offer resources
and services to help families of juveniles who are at risk of delinquency.

Child Support Fungd- The Child Support fund is a special revenue fund that accounts for the proceeds of
administrative court fees collected from enforcement of support obligations.

C. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING/MEASUREMENT FOCUS

GOVERNMENT-WIDE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (GWFS):

The GWFS are reported using the economic resources measurement focus. The government wide financial
statements arg reported using the accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recorded when earmned and
expenses are recorded at the time liabilities are incurred, regardless of when the related cash flows take
place. Nonexchange transactions, in which the District gives (or receives) value without directly receiving
(or giving) equal value in exchange, include grants, and donations. Revenues from grants and donations
are recognized in the fiscal year in which all eligibility requirements have been satisfied.

FUND FYINANCIAL STATEMENTS (FFS):

Govermmental funds are reported using the current financial resources measurement focus and the modified
accrual basis of accounting. Under this method, revenues are recognized when measurable and available,
The District considers all revenues reported in the governmental funds to be available if the revenues are
collected within sixty days after year end. Court fees, grants, administrative fees, and interest are considered
to be susceptible to accrual. Expenditures are recorded when the related liability is incurred, except for
claims and judgments and compensated absences, which are recognized as expenditures to the extent they
have matured. General capital asset acquisitions are reported as expenditures in governmental funds.

17
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

DECEMBER 31, 2023

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)
D. BUDGETS AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTING

=

The District follows these procedures in establishing the budgetary data reflected in the financial
staternents:

1. Prior to December 15, the District completes and submits an operating budget for the fiscal year
commencing the following January 1. The operating budget includes proposed expenditures and
the means of financing those expenditures.

2. Formal budgetary integration is employed as a management control device during the year for the
General Fund and special revenue funds.

3. The budgets are adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles
(GAAP).

4. Budgeted amounts are as originally adopted, or as amended by the District. Individual amendments
were not material in relation to the original appropriations.

5. All annual appropriations lapse at fiscal yearend.

CASH

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits. Under state law, the District may deposit funds in demand
deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks
organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana.

CAPITAL ASSETS

All capital assets are capitalized at historical cost, or estimated historical costs for assets where actual cost
is not available. Donated fixed assets are recorded at their estimated fair value at the date of donation.
The cost of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of the asset or materially extend
the assets’ lives are not capitalized.

Capilal assets arc recorded in the GWFS, but are not reported in the FFS. Since surplus assets are sold for
an immaterial amount when declared no longer needed for public purposes, no salvage value is taken into

consideration for depreciation purposes.

Capital assets are depreciated using the straight-line method over the following estimated useful lives:

Asset Class Estimated Useful Lives
Equipment 3-7
Fumniture & Fixtures 5-7

18



23RD JUDICTAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

DECEMBER 31, 2023

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

G. CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT

State statutes authorize the District to invest in any direct obligation of the United States Treasury, other
debt secured or guaranteed by the full faith and credit of the United States, certificates of deposit of any
bank in Louisiana, mutual funds which are registered with the Securities and Exchange Comimission and
invest in securities of the U, S. government or its agencies, guaranteed investment contracts issued by banks
or insurance companies or investment grade commercial paper of domestic U. S. Corporations.

H. NET POSITION IN THE GOYERNMENT-WIDE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

For the government-wide statement of net position, the net position amount is classified and displayed in
three components:

Net investment in capital assets- consists of net capital assets reduced by outstanding balances of any
related debt obligations and deferred inflow of resources attributable to the acquisition, construction, or
improvement of those assets and increased by balances of deferred outflows of resources related to those
assets,

Restricted net position- net position is considered restricted if its use is constrained to a particular purpose.
Restricted net position is restricted assets reduced by liabilities and deferred inflows of resources related to

the restricted assets.

Unrestricted net position- consists of all other net position that does not meet the definition of the above
two components and is available for general use by the District.

I. FUND EQUITY OI' 'UND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Accounting standards require governmental fund balances to be reported in as many as five classifications
as listed below:

Nonspendable- represents amounts that are not expected to be converted to cash because they are either
not in. spendable form or legally or confractually required to be maintained intact.

Restricted- represents balances where constraints have been established by parties outside the District’s
office or imposed by law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation.

Committed- represents balances that can only be used for specific purposes pursuant to constraints imposed
by formal action of the District’s highest level of decision-making authority.

Assigned- represents balances that are constrained by the government’s intent to be used for specific
purposes, but are neither restricted or committed.

Unassigned- represents balances that have not been assigned to other funds and that have not been
restricted, committed, or assigned to be specific purposes within the general fund.

19



23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

DECEMBER 31,2023

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)
I. FUND EQUITY OF FUND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (continued)

When an expense is incurred for the purposes for which both restricted and unrestricted net position are
available, the District’s office reduces restricted amounts first, followed by unrestricted amounts. When
expenditures are incurred for purposes for committed, assigned, and unassigned amounts are available, the
District’s office reduces committed amounts first, followed by assigned amounts and then unassigned
amounts.

J. ESTIMATES

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America require management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported
amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial
statements and the reported amount of revenue, expenditures, and expenses during the reporting period.
Actual results could differ from those estimates.

2. CASH

Under state law, the District may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State
of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the Union or the laws of the United States.

Custodial credit risk is the risk that in the event of a bank failure, the government’s deposits may not be returned
to it. The District does not have a deposit policy for custodial credit risk. As of December 31, 2023, the
District’s bank balance was secured from risk by federal deposit insurance and pledged securities and was not
exposed to custodial credit risk,

3. CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT

The District holds certificates of deposits at various financial institutions, The District may invest in certificates
and time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in
Louisiana. The certificates of deposit have maturities ranging from nine to twelve months, The District’s
certificates of deposit have a book value of $429,345 as of December 31, 2023. The District’s certificates of
deposit were secured by federal deposit insurance and pledged securities and was not exposed to custodial credit
risk

4, OPERATING LEASE

The 23" Judicial District Court Families in Need of Services Program leases office space for $1,000 per month.
Payments under this lease totaled $12,000 for the year ended December 31, 2023. The lease expired on January
31, 2021 and now is on a month-to-month basis. Future minimum rental payments required under the lease at
December 31, 2023 is $1,000.
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

DECEMBER 31, 2023
S. CAPITAL ASSETS

Capital assets and depreciation activity as of and for the year ended December 31, 2023, are as follows:

Furniture
Equipment & Fixtures Total

Cost of Capital Assets

December 31, 2022 £ 111,953 § 176,109 $ 288,062
Additions 17,905 9,516 27,421
Disposals (2,247) - (2,247)
Cost of Capital Assets,

December 31, 2023 $ 127,611 $ 185,625 $ 313,236
Accumulated

depreciation,

December 31, 2022 $ 84,064 $ 103,629 $ 187,693
Additions 9,965 15,751 25,716
Disposals (37) - (37)
Accumulated

depreciation,

December 31, 2023 93,992 119,380 213,372
Capital Assets, net of

accumulated

depreciation,

December 31, 2023 5 33,619 $ 66,245 $ 99,864

For the year ended December 31, 2023, depreciation expense was $ 25,716. Depreciation expense was allocated
to general government, families in need of service, and child support in the amounts of $15,664, $2,899, and
$7,153; respectively.

6. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS

Management has evaluated subsequent events through the date that the financial statements were available to
be issued, May 20, 2024, and has determined that no events occurred that required disclosure,

No subsequent events occurring after this date have been evaluated for inclusion in these financial statements.
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE
GENERAL FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

Original Final
Budget Budget Actual
Court fees $ 110,000 $ 110,000 $ 123,064
Miscellaneous - - 1,069
Interest - - 8,813
Total Revenues 110,000 110,000 132,946
EXPENDITURI:S
Current:
General government 126,000 126,000 104,182
Capital outlay 10,000 10,000 21,572
Total Expenditures 136,000 136,000 125,754
Excess of Revenues (under) over Expenditures (26,000) (26,000) 7,192
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES
Proceeds from capital assets - - 2,247
Total Other Financing Sources - - 2,247
Net changes in fund balance (26,000) (26,000) 9,439
Fund Balance, January 1, 2023 471,971 471,971 476,520
Fund Balance, December 31, 2023 $ 419971 $ 419,971 $ 485,959
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICTAL EXPENSE FUND

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE
FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

Original Final
Budget Budget Actual
REVENUES
State grant $ 64,872 $ 64,872 $ 64,872
Total Revenues 64,872 64,872 64,872
EXPENDITURES
Current:
General government 88,054 88,654 82,720
Capital outlay 3,000 3,000 2,358
Total Expenditures 91,654 91,654 85,078
Excess of Revenues under Expenditures (26,782) (26,782) (20,206)
Fund Balance, January 1, 2023 123,440 123,440 135,796
Fund Balance, December 31, 2023 $ 96,658 $ 96,658 $ 115,590
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23RD JUDICTAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE

CHILD SUPPORT FUND

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

REVENUES

Department of Social Services
Interest
Total Revenues

EXPENDITURES
Current:
General government
Capital outlay
Total Expenditures

Excess of Revenues {under) over Expenditures
Fund Balance, January 1, 2023

Fund Balance, December 31, 2023

Original Final

Budget Budget Actual
$ 340,000 $ 340,000 $ 341,888
500 500 2,254
340,500 340,500 344,142
357,500 357,500 298,984
7,500 7,500 3,491
365,000 365,000 302,475
(24,500) (24,500) 41,667
748,341 748,341 721,016
$ 723,841 $ 723,841 $ 762,683
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

SCHEDULLE OF COMPENSATION. BENEFITS AND OTHER PAYMENTS
TO AGENCY HEADS
IFOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

Agency Head
Honorable Jason Verdigets, Judge, Division A

Purpose Amount

Car allowance $ 7,200
Dues -
Per diem 1,802
Registration fees 1,150
Conference travel 5,037
Special meals -
Total $ 15,189
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

SCHEDULE OF COMPENSATION, BENEFTTS AND OTHER PAYMENTS
TO AGENCY HEADS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

Agency Head
Honorable Cody Martin, Judge, Division B

Purpose Amount
Car allowance $ 7,200
Dues

Per diem 2,788
Registration fees 350
Conference travel 1,595
Special meals -
Total $ 11,933
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

SCHEDULE OF COMPENSATION, BENEFITS AND OTHER PAYMENTS
TO AGENCY HEADS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

Agency Head
Honorable Katherine Tess Stromberg, Judge, Division C

Purpose Amount

Car allowance $ 7.200
Dues -
Per diem 1,394
Registration fees 1,725
Conference travel 5,578
Special meals -
Total $ 15,897
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

SCHEDULE OF COMPENSATION, BENEFITS AND OTHER PAYMENTS
TO AGENCY HEADS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

Agency Head
Honorable Steven Tureau, Judge, Division D

Purpose Amount

Car allowance $ 7,200
Dues 150
Per diem 1,224
Registration fees 925
Conference travel 1,296
Special meals -
Total $ 10,795
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

SCHEDULE OF COMPENSATION., BENEFITS AND OTHER PAYMENTS
TO AGENCY HEADS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

Agency Head
Honorable Alvin Turner, Jx., Judge, Division E, retired 1/9/23

Purpose Amount

Car allowance $ 560
Dues -
Per diem 34
Registration fees 30

Conference travel -
Special meals -
Total $ 624
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

JUSTICE SYSTEM FUNDING SCHEDULE- RECEIVING ENTITY
CASH BASIS PRESENTATION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

First Six Month Second Six Month
Period Ended Peried Ended
6/30/2023 12/31/2023
Receipts from:

Ascension Parish Clerk of Court, Civil Fees $ 28,365 $ 21,390
Ascension Parish Sheriff, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 13,348 14,892
City of Donaldsonville, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 1,920 1,430
St. James Parish Clerk of Court, Civil Fees 4,320 6,405
St. James Parish Sheriff, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 2,425 4,210
Assumption Parish Clerk of Court, Civil Fees 3,180 3,875
Assumption Parish Sheriff, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 3,400 4,635
Town of Sorrento, Civil Fees 15 15
Total Receipts $ 56,973 3 56,852

Ending balance of amounts assessed but
not received $ - $ 17,822
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Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance and the
results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control or on
compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Governmeni Auditing Standards
in considering the entity’s internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any
other purpose.

- ¢ _f- A
ez, x/au/a—wa £ Puws’s
(Gonzales, Louisiana
May 20, 2024
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND RESPONSES

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS

1. The independent auditors’ report expresses an unmodified opinion on whether the financial statements of the
23RP Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund were prepared in accordance with GAAP.

2. No significant deficiencies relating to the audit of the financial statements are on the Independent Auditors’
Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit

of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards. No material
weaknesses noted.

3. No instances of noncompliance material to the financial statement of 23RP Judicial District Judicial Expensc
Fund which would be required to be reported in accordance with Government Auditing Standards, were disclosed
during the audit.

FINDINGS-FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT

None

COMPLIANCE

None
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

FINDINGS- FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT

None
COMPLIANCE

None
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23R? JUDICTAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND

STATEWIDE AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES REPORT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023







v.  Payroll/Personnel, including (1) payroll processing, and (2) reviewing and approving time and
attendance records, including leave and overtime worked, and (3) approval process for employee(s) rate
of pay or approval and maintenance of pay rate schedules,

Written policies and procedures were obtained and address the functions noted above.

vi.  Contracting, including (1) types of services requiring written contracts, (2) standard terms and
conditions, (3) legal review, (4) approval process, and (5) monitoring process.

Written policies and procedures were obtained and address the functions noted above.

vii.  Travel and expense reimbursement, including (1) allowable expenses, (2) dollar thresholds by category
of expense, (3) documentation requirements, and (4) required approvers.

Writien policies and procedures were obtained and address the functions noted above.

viii.  Credit Cards (und debit cards, fuel cards, P-Cards, if applicable), including (1) how cards are to be
controlled, (2} allowable business uses, (3) documentation requirements, (4) required approvers of the
statements, and (5) monitoring card usage (e.g., determining the reasonableness of fuel card purchases).

Written policies and procedures were obtained and address the functions noted above,

ix.  Erhics, including (1) the prohibitions as defined in Louisiana Revised Statute 42:1111-1121, (2) actions
to be taken if an ethics violation takes place, (3) system to monitor possible ethics violations, and (4)
requirement that documentation is maintained to demonstrate that all employees and officials were
notified of any changes to the entity’s ethics policy.

Written policies and procedures were obtained and address the functions noted above.

x.  Debt Service, including (1) debt issuance approval, (2) continuing disclosure/EMMA reporting
requirements, (3) debt reserve requirements, and (4) debt service requirements.

This section is not applicable as the district does not have any debt,

xi.  Information Technology Disaster Recovery/Business Continaity, including (1) identification of
critical data and frequency of data backups, {2) storage of backups in a separate physical location
isolated from the network, (3) periodic testing/verification that backups can be restored, (4} use of
antivirns software on all systems, {5) timely application of all available system and software
patches/updates, and (6) identification of personnel, processes, and tools needed to recover operations
afler a critical event,

Written policies and procedures were obtained and address the functions noted above.

xii.  Prevention of Sexual Harassment, including R.S. 42:342-344 requirements for (1) agency
respongibilities and prohibitions, (2) annual employee training, and (3} annual reporting,

Written policies and procedures were obtained and address the functions noted above.

2) Board (ov Finance Committee, if applicable)

A, Obtain and inspect the board/finance committee minutes for the fiscal period, as well as the board’s enabling
legislation, charter, bylaws, or equivalent document in effect during the fiscal period, and:

i.  Observe that the board/finance committee met with a quorum at least monthly, or on a frequency in
accordance with the board’s enabling legislation, charter, bylaws or other equivalent document,

The Board met with a quorum as required,



ii.

iii,

iv.

For those entities reporting on the governmental accounting model, observe that the minutes referenced
or included monthly budget-to-actual comparisons on the general fund, quarterly budget-to-actual, at a
minimum, on proprietary funds, and semi-annual budget- to-actual, at a minimwin, on all special revenue
funds. Airernately, for those entities reporting on the nonprofit accounting model, observe that the
minutes referenced or included financial activity relating to public funds if those public funds comprised
more than {0% of the entity s collections during the fiscal period.

No exceptions noted.

For governmental entities, obtain the prior year audit report and observe the unassigned fund balance in
the general fund. If the general fund had a negative ending unassigned fund balance in the prior year
audit report, observe that the minutes for at least one meeting during the fiscal period referenced or
included a formal plan to eliminate the negative unassigned fund balance in the general fund.

Not applicable.

Observe whether the board/finance committee received written updates of the progress of resolving
audit finding(s), according to management’s corrective action plan at each meeting until the findings
are congsidered fully resolved.

No audit findings in the prior year.

3) Bank Reconciliations

A,

ii.

iii.

Obtain a listing of entily bank accounts for the fiscal period from management and management’s
representation that the listing is complete. Ask management to identify the entity’s main operating account.
Select the entity’s main operating account and randomly select 4 additional accounts (or all accounts if less
than 5). Randomly select one month from the fiscal petiod, obtain and inspect the corresponding bank
statement and reconciliation for each selected account, and observe that:

Obtained listing of client bank accounts for the fiscal period from management and management’s
representation that listing is complete.

Bank reconciliations include evidence that they were prepared within 2 months of the related statement
closing date (e.g., initialed and dated, electronically logged);

No exceptions noted.

Bank reconciliations include evidence that a member of management/board member who does not
handle cash, post ledgers, or issue checks has reviewed each bank reconciliation within Imaonth of the
date the reconciliation was prepared (e.g., initialed and dated, electronically logged); and

No exceptions noted.

Management has documentation reflecting that it has researched reconciling items that have been
outstanding for more than 12 months from the statement closing date, if applicable.

No exceptions noted.



4) Collections (excluding electronic funds transfers)

A.

i.

it.

iii.

iv,

C.

i.

Obtain a listing of deposit sites for the fiscal period where deposits for cash/checks/money orders (cash) are
prepared and management’s representation that the listing is complete. Randoimly select 5 deposit sites (or
all deposit sites if less than 5).

Obtained a listing of deposit sites and management’s representation that listing is complete.
For each deposit site selected, obtain a listing of collection locations and management’s representation that
the listing is complete. Randomly select one collection location for each deposit site (i.e. 5 collection
locations for 5 deposit sites), obtain and inspect written policies and procedures relating to employee job
duties (if no written policies or procedures, inguire of employees about their job duties) at each collection
location, and observe that job duties are properly segregated at each collection location such that:
Obtuined a listing of collection locations and manugement's representation that listing is complete.

Employees responsible for cash collections do not share cash drawers/registers;

No exceptions noted.

Each employee responsible for collecting cash is not responsible for preparing/making bank deposits,

unless another employee/official is responsible for reconciling collection documentation (e.g. pre-

numbered receipts) to the deposit;

No exceptions noted.

Each employee responsible for collecting cash is not responsible for posting collection entries to the

general ledger or subsidiary ledgers, unless another employee/official is responsible for reconciling

ledger postings to each other and to the deposit; and

No exceptions noled,
The employee(s) responsible for reconciling cash collections to the general ledger and/or subsidiary
ledgers, by revenue source and/or agency fund additions, is (are) not responsible for collecting cash,
" unless another employee verifies the reconciliation,

No exceptions noted.

Obtain from management a copy of the bond or insurance policy for theft covering all employees who have
acoess to cash. Observe that the bound or insurance policy for theft was enforced during the fiscal period.

The District does not receive cash payments, therefore, there is no policy for theft or bond coverage.

Randomly select two deposit dates for each of the 5 bank accounts selected for Bank Reconciliations
procedure #3A (select the next deposit date chronologically if no deposits were made on the dates randomly
selected and randomly select a deposit if multiple deposits are made on the same day). Alternately, the
practitioner may use a source document other than bank statements when selecting the deposit dates for
testing, such as a cash collection log, daily revenue repori, receipi book, etc. QObtain supporting
documentation for each of the 10 deposits and:

Observe that receipts are sequentially pre-numbered.

No exceptions noted.



ii.

i,

v.

Trace sequentially pre-numbered receipts, system reports, and other related collection documentation
to the deposit slip.

No exceptions noted,
Trace the deposit slip total to the actual deposit per the bank statement.

No exceptions noted,
Observe that the deposit was made within one business day of receipt at the collection location {within
one week if the depository is more than 10 miles from the collection location or the deposit is less than
$100 and the cash is stored securely in a locked safe or drawer).

No exceptions noted.

Trace the actual deposit per the bank statement to the general ledger,

No exceptions noted.

5) Non-Payroll Disbursements (excluding card purchases, travel reimbursements, and petty cash purchases)

A,

il

iii.

iv.

Obtain a listing of locations that process payments for the fiscal period and management’s representation
that the listing is complete. Randomly select 5 locations (or all locations if less than 5).

Obtained listing of locations that process payments and management’s representation that listing is
complete.

For each location selected under procedure #5A above, obtain a listing of those employees involved with
non-payrodl purchasing and payment functions, Obtain written policies and procedures relating to employee
job duties (il the agency has no written policies and procedures, inquire of employees about their job duties),
and observe that job duties are properly segregated such that:

At least two employees are involved in initiating a purchase request, approving a purchase, and placing
an order/making the purchase;

No exceptions noted,
At least two employees are involved in processing and approving payments to vendors;
No exceptions noted.

The employee responsible for processing payments is prohibited from adding/modifying vendor files,
unless another employee is responsible for periodically reviewing changes to vendor files;

No exceptions noted.

Either the employee/official responsible for signing checks mails the payment or gives the signed checks
to an employee to mail who is not responsible for processing payments; and

No exceptions noted.



C.

fi.

Only employees/officials authorized to sign checks approve the electronic disbursement (release) of
funds, whether t through automated clearinghouse {ACH), electronic funds transfer (EFT), wire transfer,
ot some other electronic means.

No exceptions noted.
For each location selected under procedure #5A above, obtain the entity’s non-payroll disbursement
transaction population (excluding cards and travel reimbursements) and obtain management’s representation
that the population is complete. Randomly select 5 disbursements for cach location, obtain supporting
documentation for each transaction, and
Observe whether the disbursement, whether by paper or electronic means, matched the related original
itemized invoice and supporting documentation indicates that deliverables included on the invoice were
received by the entity, and

No exception noted,

Observe that the disbursement documentation included evidence (e.g., initial/date, electronic logging)
of segregation of duties tested under procedure #5B above, as applicable,

No exceptions roted.

6) Credit Cards/Debit Cards/Fuel Cards/Purchase Cards (Cards)

A,

ii.

Obtain from management a listing of all active credit cards, bank debit cards, fuel cards, and purchase cards
(cards), for the fiscal period, including the card numbers and the names of the persons who maintained
possession of the cards. Obtain management’s representation that the listing is complete.

Obtained listing of the credit cards and management’s representation that listing is complete,

Using the listing prepared by management, randomly select 5 cards (or all if less than 5) that were used
during the fiscal period. Randomly select one monthly statement or combined statement for each card (for
a debit card, randomly select one monthly bank statement}, obtain suppotiing documentation, and:

Observe whether there is evidence that the monthly statement or combined staternent and supporting
documentation (e.g., original receipts for credit/debit card purchases, exception reports for excessive
fuel card usage) were reviewed and approved, in writing (or electronically approved), by someone other
than the authorized card holder (those instances requiring such approval that may consirain the legal
authority of certain public officials, such as the mayor of a Lawrason Act municipality, should not be
reported); and

No exceplions noted.
Observe that finance charges and late fees were not assessed on the selected statements,
No exceptions noted.

Using the monthly statements or combined stalements selected under procedure #7B above, excluding fuel
cards, randomly select 10, transactions (or all transactions if less than 1Q) from each statement, and obtain
supporting documentation for the transactions (e.g., each card should have 10 (ransactions subject to
inspection). For each transaction, observe that it is supported by (1) an original itemized receipt that
identifies precisely what was purchased, (2) written documentation of the business/public purpose, and (3)
documentation of the individuals participating in meals (for meal charges only). For missing receipts, the



practitioner should describe the nature of the transaction and note whether management had a compensating
control to address missing receipts, such as a “missing receipt statement” that is subject to increased scrutiny.

No exceptions noted.

7) Travel and Travel -Related Expense Reimbursements (excluding card transactions)

A. Obtain from management a listing of all travel and travel-related expense reimbursements during the fiscal
period and management’s representation that the listing or general ledger is complete. Randomly select 5
reimbursements and obtain the related expense reimbursement forms/prepaid expense documentation of
each selected reimbursement, as well as the supporting documentation. For each of the 5 reimbursements
selected

Obtained listing of travel and related expense reimbursements and management’s representation that listing
is complete.

i, If reimbursed using a per diem, observe that the approved reimbursement rate is no more than those
rates established either by the State of Louisiana or the U.S. General Services Administration

{(www.gsa.gov);
No exceptions noted.

ii.  If reimbursed using actual costs, cbserve that the reimbursement is supported by an original itemized
receipt that identifies precisely what was purchased;

No exceptions noted.

iil.  Observe that each reimbursement is supported by documentation of the business/public purpose (for
meal charges, observe that the documentation includes the names of those individuals participating) and
other documeniation required by Written Policies and Procedures procedure #1A(vii); and

No exceptions noted.

iv.  Observe thal each reimbursement was reviewed and approved, in writing, by someone other than the
person receiving reimbursenent.

No exceptions noted.

8) Contracts

A. Obtain from management a listing of all agreements/contracts for professional services, materials and
supplies, leases, and construction activities that were initiated or renewed during the fiscal period.
Alternately, the practitioner may use an equivalent selection source, such as an active vendor list. Oblain
management’s represeniation that the listing is complete. Randomly select 5 contracts (or all contracts if’
less than 5) from the listing, excluding the practitioner’s contract, and

Obtained listing of contracts iniliated or renewed during the fiscal period and management's representation
that listing is complete.

i.  Observe whether the contract was bid in accordance with the Louisiana Public Bid Law (e.g., solicited
quotes or bids, advertised), if required by law;



ii.

iii.

iv,

No exceptions noted

Observe whether the contract was approved by the goveming body/board, if required by policy or law
{e.z. Lawrason Act, Home Rule Charter);

No exceptions noted.

If the contract was amended (e.g. change order), observe that the original contract terms provided for
such an amendment and that amendments were made in compliance with the contract terms (e.g., if
approval is required for any amendment, the documented approval); and

No exceptions noted

Randomly select one payment from the fiscal period for each of the 5 contracts, obtain the supporting
invoice, agree the invoice to the contract terms, and observe that the invoice and related payment agreed

to the terms and conditions of the contract,

No exceptions noted.

9) Payroll and Personnel

A,

ii.

iii.

iv.

Obtain a listing of employces and officials employed during the fiscal period and management's
representation that the listing is complete. Randomly select 5 employees or officials, obtain related paid
salaries and personnel files, and agree paid salaries to authorized salaries/pay rates in the personnel files.
Not applicable. Payroll procedures are addressed by the Parishes of Ascension and St. James as all siaff are
considered parish employees,

Randomly select one pay period during the fiscal period. For the 5 employees or officials selected under

procedure #9A above, obtain attendance records and leave documentation for the pay period, and

Observe that alf selected employees or officials documented their daily attendance and leave (e.g.,
vacation, sick, compensatory);

Even though there are no official employees of the District, we obtained leave records for 5 staff members
since the records are mainiained by the District. Only leave is documented by the District, not time worked,

Observe whether supervisors approved the attendance and leave of the selected employees or officials;
No exceptions noted.

Observe that any leave accrued or taken during the pay peried is reflected in the entity’s cumulative
leave records; and

No exceptions noted.

Observe the rate paid to the employees or officials agree to the authorized salary/pay rate found within
the personne! file.

Not applicable.



C. Obtain a listing of those employees or officials that received termination payments during the fiscal period
and management’s representation that the list is complete. Randomly select two employees or officials,
obtain related documentation of the hours and pay rates used in management’s termination payment
calculations and the entity’s policy on termination payments. Agree the hours to the employee’s or official’s
cumulative leave records, agree the pay rates to the employee’s or official’s authorized pay rates in the
employee’s or official’s personnel files, and agree the termination payment to entity policy.

Not applicable. Payroll procedures are addressed by the Parish of Ascension and St. James as all staff are
considered parish employees.

D. Obtain management’s representation that employer and employee portions of third-party payroll related
amounts (e.g., payroll taxes, retirement contributions, health insurance premiums, garnishments, workers’
compensation premiums, etc.) have been paid, and any associated forms have been filed, by required
deadlines.

Not applicable. Payroll procedures are addressed by the Parish of Ascension and St. James as all staff are
considered parish employees.

10) Ethics

A. Using the 5 randomly selected employees/officials from Payroll and Personnel procedure #9A obtain ethics
documentation from management, and

i.  Observe whether the documentation demonstrates each employee/official completed one hour of ethics
training during the calendar year as required by R.S. 42:1170; and

No exceptions noted.

ii.  Observe whether the entity maintains documentation which demonsirates each employee and official
were notified of any changes to the entity’s ethics policy during the fiscal period, as applicable.

No exceptions noted.
B. Inquire and/or observe whether the agency has appointed an ethics designee as required by R.S. 42:1170.
No exceptions noted.

11) Debt Service

A. Obtain a listing of bonds/notes and other debt instruments issued during the fiscal period and management’s
representation Lhat the listing is complete. Select all debt instruments on the listing, obtain supporling
documentation, and observe that State Bond Commission approval was obtained for each debt instrument
issued as required by Article VII, Section 8 of the Louisiana Constitution,

Not applicable, the district does not have any debt.

B. Obtain a listing of bonds/notes outstanding at the end of the fiscal period and management’s representation
that the listing is complete. Randomly select one bond/note, inspect debt covenants, obtain supporting
docuientation for the reserve balance and payments, and agree actual reserve balances and payments Lo
those required by debt covenants (including contingency funds, short-lived asset funds, or other funds
required by the debf covenants).

Not applicable.



12) Fraud Notice

A. Obtain a listing of misappropriations of public funds and assets during the fiscal period and management’s
representation that the listing is complete. Select all misappropriations on the listing, obtain supporting
documentation, and observe that the entity reported the misappropriation(s) to the legislative auditor and
the district attorney of the parish in which the entity is domiciled as required by R.S. 24:523,

Muanagemeny asserted that the entity did not have any misappropriations of public funds or assets.

B. Observe that the entity has posted on its premises and website, the notice required by R.S. 24:523.]
concerning the reporting of misappropriation, fraud, waste, or abuse of public funds.

No exceptions noted.

13) Information Technology Disaster Recovery/Business Continuity

A. Perform the following procedures, verbally discuss the results with management, and report “We

il.

1il.

performed the procedure and discussed the results with management.”

Obtain and inspect the entity’s most recent documentation that it has backed up its critical data (if no
written documentation, inquire of persounel responsible for backing up critical data) and observe that
such backup (a) occurred within the past week, (b) was not stored on the government’s local server or
network, and {c) was encrypted.

We performed the procedure and discussed the results with management.

Obtain and inspect the entity’s most recent documentation that it has tested/verified that its backups
can be restored (if no writlen documentation, inquire of personnel responsible for testing/verifying
backup restoration) and observe evidence that the test/verification was successfully performed within
the past 3 months.

We performed the procedure and discussed the results with management.

Obtain a listing of the entity’s computers currently in use, and their related locations, and
management’s representation that the listing is complete. Randomly select 5 computers and observe
while management demonstrates that the selected computers have current and active antivirus software
and that the operating system and accounting system software in use are currently supported by the
vendor.

We performed the procedure and discussed the resulls with management.
Randomly select 5 terminated employees (or all terminated employees if less than 5} using the list of
terminated employees obtained in procedure #9C. Observe evidence that the selected ferminated
employees have been removed or disabled from the network.
We performed the procedure and discussed the results with management.
Using the 5 randomly selected employees/ officials from Payroll and Personnel procedure #9, obtain

cybersecurity training documentation from management, and observe that the documentation
demonstrates that the following employees/officials with access to the agency’s information



technology assets have completed cybersecurity training as required by R.S.42:126725. The
requirements are as follows:
* Hired before June 9, 2020- completed the training; and
= Hired on or after June 9, 2020- completed the training within 30 days of initial
service or employment.

No exceptions noted.

14} Sexual Harassment

A. Using the 5 randomly selected employees/officials from Payroll and Persennel procedure #9A above,
obtain sexual harassment training documentation from management, and observe that the documentation
demonstrates each employee/ofticial completed at least one hour of sexual harassment training during the
calendar year.

No exceptions noted.

B. Observe that the entity has posted its sexual harassment policy and complaint procedure on its website (or
in a conspicuous location on the entity’s premises if the entity does not have a webgite).

No exceptions noted.

C. Obtain the entity’s annual sexual harassment report for the current fiscal period, observe that the report was
dated on or before February 1, and observe that the report includes the applicable requirements of R.S,

42:344:
i, Number and percentage of public servants in the agency who have completed the training
requirements;

No exception noted.

ii.  Number of sexual harassment complaints received by the agency;
No exception noted.

iii.  Number of complaints which resulted in a finding that sexual harassinent occurred;
No exception noted.

iv.  Number of complaints in which the finding of sexual harassment resulted in discipline or corrective
action; and

No exception noled.
v.  Amount of time it took to reselve each complaint.
No exception noted.

We were engaged by the 23" Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund to perform this agreed-upon procedures
engagement and conducted our engagement in accordance with attestation standards established by the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants and applicable standards of Government Auditing Standards. We were



not engaged to and did not conduct an examination or review engagement, the objective of which would be the
expression of an opinion or conclusion, respectively, on those C/C areas identified in the SAUPs. Accordingly,
we do not express such an opinion or conclusion. Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might
have come to our attention that would have been reported to you.

We are required to be independent of the 23™ Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund and to meet our other
ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements related to our agreed-upon
procedures engagement.

This report is intended solely to describe the scope of testing performed on those C/C areas identified in the
SAUPs, and the result of that testing, and not to provide an opinion. on control or compliance. Accordingly, this
report is not suitable for any other purpose. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed
by the LLA as a public document.

~ r
Pz, /S'L/t/)fwﬁ £ 2
Gonzales, Louisiana
May 20, 2024
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